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matter requires consideration, for this
measure is not quite as simple as we are
let to believe by some who have spoken
on it elsewhere. T ask hon. members to
earefully consider the matter and consult
any available anthorities to see if the
clause really has the effeet which we all
desire. 1 am merely uttering a note of
warning and have no idea of delaying the
passage of the Bill,

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers de-
bale adjourned,

MOTION—STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS, TO INQUIRE.

Dehate resumed from the 9th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Hon. C.
F. Baxter:—“That a select committee be
appointed to inquire into the conduct and
management {past and present) of the
State Implement Works.”

Hon. J. DUFFELL ({Metropolitan-
Suburban} {§.12}: On the previous oc-

easion [ simply asked for the adjourn-
ment believing that another member who
was at the fime absent desired to speak.
T have since learnt that the mover of the
motion is not anxious to proceed with it.
I expeet he will return to the Chamber
in a few minutes and withdraw the mo-
tion. T hope, und 1 believe, that the
Roval Commission recently appointed
will zo fully mto the queston, which is
all that is desired by Mr. Baxter.

On motion by Hon. J. ¥, Cullen debate
adjourned.

Mouse adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Papers re purchase
of Diesel ship for State Steamship Ser-
vice, 2, Amendments to Public Service
Regulations made between 1st July, 1914,
and 30th June, 1915.

By the Minister for Agricnlture: 1,
Audit of accounts of the Government
Abattoirs, Kalgoorlie. 2, Audit of ac-
counts of Albany Cold Stores.

ASSENT TO RILLS.

Mescage from the Governor received
and read notifving assent to the follow-
ing Bills:—

1, Adoption of Children Amendment.

2, Land and Tncome Tax.

3, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electrie Lighting Amendment.

QUESTION— SLEEPER FREIGHT
AGREEMENT, CANCELLATION.
Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Minis-

ter for Works: What amount of com-

pensation was paid by the Government
for the cancellation of the freight agree-
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ment with Me¢Ardle, Bell and Co. for the
carriage of sleepers to Port Augusta?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Six thousand pounds,

QUESTION—GRISTING AGREE-
MENT.

Hon, J MITCHELL asked the Min-
ister for Lands : 1, Ts it true that the
Government have cancelled the gristing
agreement with Ockerby & Co. and the
Perth Flour Milling Company? 2, If so,
upon what terms?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QURSTION—ELECTORAL REFORM.
Mr. ALLEN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral : Will he informi members if a report
has been rceeived, or if any informaftion
is available, of the electoral reforms to
be effected with the consent of the Com-
monwealth and State authorities?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied;
Yes; a report of the proceedings of the
recent conference of State Electoral Offi-
eers in Sydney has been received by the
Minister, and will be duly considered by
the Minister and the Government, and
any proposed legislative amendment to
existing electoral laws will be submitted
to Parliament in due course,

QUESTION—F0OOD COMMISSION,

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier:
1, What has been the expenditure in-
curred by the State in connection with the
Food Commission up to the 30th June,
1915, including salaries to members? 2,
‘What are the articles of food upon which
the Commission have regulated prices? 3,
Is it the intention of the Government fo
eontinue the operations of the Commis-
sion ¥

The PREMIER replied: 1, £1,861. 2,
Mainly by mutual agreement with traders
and importers the Commission have regu-
lated prices in practieally all main arti-
cles used for food consumption, as well
as many lines of ordinary merchandise.
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Proclamations have been issued fixing
maximnm selling prices for wheat (since
eancelled), flour, bran, pollard, chaff,
sugar, and fresh milk. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—STATE FARM, BEV-
ERLEY.

Mr. WANSBROUGH asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, What quantity of hay
and wheat was reaped off the State Farm
at Beverley last season? 2, How much
wheat was sold as seed for planting last
seeding, and at what price per bushel 3,
To whom was the balance (if any) sold—
{n) date of sale; (b) at what price per
bushel ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, 1,300 bags of wheat, 150 tons of
hay. 2, 124 bags = 375 bushels (graded)
at 8s, per bushel; 150 bags = 450 bushels
(ungraded), at 7s. 6d. per bushel, 3, 516
bags sold to the Grain and Foodstuff
Board— (a) 6th August, 1915; (b) ts.
9d. per bushel. The balance, viz., 510
bags, was unsed in planting the area now
under crop.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SCHEME.

Mr, HARRISON asked the Minister
for Water Supply: 1, What is the total
amount of loan moneys expended on the
Goldfields water scheme to the 30th June,
19152 2, What is the total amount paid
by the State from general revenue for in-
teresl and sinking fund sinee the incep-
tion of the scheme?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: 1, £3379,241. 2,
£1,059,003.

QUESTIONS (2)—EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES.
Police Benefit Fund.

Mr. HEEITMANN asked the Premier:
1, Why are the members of the police
force who resign in order to enlist in-
formed that they will be debarred from
again entering the service? 2, Is it frue
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that members of the force resigning to
go to the front are denied all benefits
from the Police Benefit Fund, into which
some have paid for years?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No mem-
ber of the police force has been s¢ in-
formed. 2, No; the eause of the resigna-
tion from the police force does not affect
the benefits under the Police Benefit
Fund, which are governed by regulations
framed under the slatute. To vary or
amend these regulations in order to make
special provision in favour of officers en-
listing would be dangerous, as the condi-
tion of the fund from an actuarial stand-
point must be considered equally with the
fact that members of the Police Force
are contributories. If an alteration were
made in the regulations to meet speeial
cases, it wounld probably necessitate an
increased burden on the police in the
shape of higher centributions, in order to
maintain the fund in a solvent eondtion.

Teachers’ Privileges,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Will he assure the
teaching profession that no teacher on
active service shall lose in  any way
through serving his country? 2, Is he
aware that married teachers have gone
to the war, and their wives and children
have had to vacate the school quarters,
and hence the dependents of these volun-
teers are losing through the bread winner
serving his country? 3, As teachers going
to the front lose their chances of pass-
ing examinations while others who stay
at home pass and take precedence, will
he see that this is altered,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, There has been assured to all
the teachers whilst they are awav at the
front the rights and privileges they now
enjoy; in other words, their rights and
privileges will be conserved during their
absence. 2, As to the allowance to mar-
ried teachers’ wives and families remain-
ing here, two cases have been brought un-
der the notice of the department where
families have had to remove becanse
there has been no other aceommodation
for the married teachers taking the
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schools in the absence of those at 1he
front. The question of making an
equivalent rent allowance is under econ-
sideration.

Mr. Heitmann: If you make an allow-
ance for the teachers, you must do so for
all sections.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so; that is why T said it is under
consideration. 1 am making inquiries as
to what is being done in other depart-
ments. 3, It is impossible to stop the
examinations as they fall due, but no
teacher’s examinations will be held for
the next 12 months, and we hope by that
time the war will be over.

QUESTION—FIRE BREAKS,
LEGISLATION.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister
for Works: As there is no compulsory
Act for the provision of fire breaks, the
Engine Sparks Prevention Act applying
to ooly private railways, will he bring
forward some measure to remedy this?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The question will receive consider-
ation.

SELECT COMMITTEE, PERTH-
FREMANTLE ROAD.
Extension of time.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [4.44]:

I move—
That the time for bringing up the
repart of the select commitiee be ez-
tended till Tuesday, 21st September.

The MINISTER FOR WORITS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-Easi Fremantle)
[4451: T wish to ask the chairman of
this select committee whether be will have
the report here on Tuesday next. It is
customary when the Estimates are in-
troduced that partieulars of municipal
subsidies shonld be available; and, in
accordance with the decision arrived at,
the amount to be charged to each distriet
is fixed, and is taken out of the subsidy
granted by Parliament. There is a possi-
bilitv that if this report is not available.
the subsidies may be withheld. We onght
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to be given some information now as to
when the committee propose to submit
their report.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco—in
reply) [4.46]: I expeet that the report
will be available on Tuesday next. It
wounld have been here to-day but for the
fact that I have volunteered to assist in
getting oul the war census cards which
are being furnished to the Commonwealth
Government, As hon, members are aware,
the Commonwealth Government have
azked for the assistance of local bodies
in this conneetion. The Subiaco council
called a meeting for that purpose, and I
am assisting them. Both yesterday and
to-day I was fully engaged on that work,
and in fact had to disappoint a meeting
of the select committee called for 1.30
to-day. IHad it not been for that faet,
the report would now be available, I
bave no doubt that it will be presented
on Tuesday next,

Question put and passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTERE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL,

Interim Report presented—Ezxtension of
Time.

My, Fludson brought up an interim re-
port of the joint seleet committee ap-
pointed to inguire into the control of
horse-racing.

Report read.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [4.49]: I
move—

That the interim report of the com-
mittee be received, and that 14 days’
extension of time be granted for the
presentation of the completed report.
Question passed.

The Premier: Should not the hon.
member move that the interim report be
adopted and taken into consideration at
some future date, so that we can have
the opinion of the House on it?

Mr. Hudson: I referred to the Clerk
on that point, and was informed that, this
not being a completed report, such a
course would not be necessary. The re-
port, after all, only makes recommenda-
tions,

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—COTTESLOE BEACH RATES
VALIDATION,

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time,

RETURN—AGRICULTURAL BANK
OPERATIONS.

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [4.52]: X
understand from the Government that
there is no opposition to this motion, and
T therefore formally move—

That there be laid upon the Table of
the House a return showing,—1, The
total capital of the Agricullural Bank
authorised by Parliament since its in-
ception to June 30th, 1915. 2, The
total amount of loans authorised by the
trustees to farmers up to Jume 30th,
1915, 3, The total amount actually ad-
vanced to farmers up to June 30th,
J915.. 4, The total amount of gain or
loss to the Siate in administration of
the Bank—(a) up to June 30th, 1912;
(0.} up to June 30th, 1915. 5, The
total amount of loans advanced to
farmers that has been unpaid by them.
G, Whether these repayments are cré-
dited to—(a.) Consolidated Revenue of
the State, or (b.) the sinking fund of
the loans authorised by Parliament, or
are made available for fresh advances
10 the farmers, 7, The total amount of
interest and sinking fund paid by the
State from General Revenue for in-
terest and sinking fund on the total
amount of capilal advanced to the
farmers up to June 30th, 1915.
Question passed.

MOTION—DISTRICT SURVEY
OFFICES, TO RE-OPEN.
Debate resumed from the lst Septem-
ber on the motion by the Hon. J. Mit-
¢hell, “That in the opinion of this House
it is advisable that the distriet survey
offices he reopened” and on the amend-
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ment wmoved by Mr. E. B. Johnston,
#“That the following words be added to
the motion: ‘on an economical basis dur-
ing the present period of financial stress,
in order to keep the existing distriet re-
cords up to date, for the econvenience of
the settlers concerned.””

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
‘W. D, Jobnson—Guildford—on amend-
ment) [4.55]: I sappose it will be ob-
vious te hon, members that, in view of
my remarks on the original metion, it is
impossible for me to agree to the amend-
ment, It is true that the amendment in-
cludes a proviso that distriet survey
offices shall he reopened on an eeonomical
basis; but it proceeds to give as a reason
for the re-opening of these offices on an
economical basis that the records can be
kept up to dale, If can hardiy be con-
tended that the re-opening of the district
survey offices for the mere purpose of
keeping records has an economical basis,
because thers is not ennugh work to em-
ploy even one man fully in keeping the
records. As I pointed cut on the original
motion, it has been recogmised by the
Government that as time goes on and
conditions throughout the world improve,
immigration will be again flowing to our
shores, with the result that we shall have
considerable numbers of new settlers.
When that condition obtains, of ecourse it
mayv he necesary to re-open the distriet
survey offices; and in order that diffienl-
ties may not arise under soch ecireum-
stanees, the records are being kept up to
date and the books of all the distriet sur-
vey offices are being kept separately,
Therefore, if il is proposed to re-aopen the
office at Northam, the books will be trans-
ferred to that centre; or if it is decided
to re-open at Narrogin, the books will be
transferred thither. Apart from that, we
are maintaining the district land offices,
with the result that the connection is still
maintained,

Afr, E. B. Johnston: What about keep-
ing draftsmen at the offices?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would not be proper to keep draftsmen at
the offices hecause they are not capable
of doing the other work which would be
needed in order that they might be fully
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employed. A draftsman would not be
qualified to carry out those duties of
other Government departments, which are
performed in connection with the land
offices. For that reason we have selected
competent all-round men who can attend
to the eclerical work attaching te lands
offices, and also do work for the Treasury,
the Savings Bank, and other depart-
ments, Thus the lands offices are being
maintained in that way, and they are be-
ing maintained on an economical basis.
We cannot, however, maintain the dis-
triet survey offices, beeanse the work is
not there to be done. 'Where there is no
work to do we cannot, in these times,
keep offices open just for the purpose of
heing prepared for a resumption of work.
What was necessary in the past is not
necessary under existing conditions,

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam — on
amendment} [4.58]: I hope the amend-
ment will be carried.

The Minister for Lands: You preach
economy, but yon do not like it in
practice.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1 always prae-
tise it, and have especinlly practised it
in  Government affairs, as the Minister
himself proved conclusively the other
night. He proved out of bis own mouth
that wmy administration was economiecal.
The hon. gentleman now says that he
eannot accept the amendment. 1 assure
the Flouse that the Minister is perfectly
ahle to keep the records at the distriet
survey offices without any considerable
additional expense. He has all the offi-
cers tequired for this purpose in and
ahout the departments in Perth. Quile
apart from that aspeet of the matter,
this is not a question of keeping books
up to date, but of keeping plans and re-
cords np to date. The Minister knows
how much the preparation of those plans
and records cost when the offices were
opened.

The Minister for Lands: They will be
kept up to date.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I am afraid they
will not.
Hon,
afratd they will not.

J. MITCHELL: And I am
I fear that when
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the books and plans are sent back to
Northam they will not he found in a
suitable condition. I do not believe in
that kind of economy which whittles away
the conveniences that the Government are
bound to provide in order to get revenue.
Only last night the Premier said he ex-
pected to get over £400,000 from lands.

The Premier: Whal has that to do with
the district survey offices?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: A great deal.
No surveys—no money. Under the ar-
rangement proposed by the Minister, I
understand, in some of these centres a
Savings Bank clerk will be kept to do
lands work. The Minister knows that a
man inexperienced in land matters will
not be satisfactory in a distriet survey
office. I hope the House will agree to
the proposed amendment,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 22
Noes 16
Majority for 0
AYESR.
" Mr. Allen Mr. Lefroy
Male

Mr. Chesson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Connolly Mr. O'Loghlen

1

Mr., Carpenter i Mr.
!

Mr. Cunningham ‘ Mr. Piesse

Mr. Jas, Gardirer : Mr. Robingon
Mr. Gilchrist y Mr. Smith
Mr. Griffiths ' Mr, Veryard
ur. Heltmann . Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hickmott . Mr. George
Mr. Holman (Teller).
Mr, Jobosten |

Noea.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Vr, Gresa Mr, Taylor
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwond
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jobuson My, Belton
Mr. McDowall (Teller).
Mr. Mullany

Amendment thus passed.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [5.4]: T hope the
House will seriously consider the motion
hefore agreeing to it.  After all, not
very much exception could be taken to
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the amendment, because if the motion is
fo be carried it is essential that it should
be amended as it has been. In any case,
I hope the House will consider the de-
sirability of defeating the motion, even
as amended. Surecly under existing con-
ditions the Government should be in the
most satisfactory position to judge where
economies can best be introduced without
inflieting hardship on the general com-
munity. If we are to be called upon,
merely for the sake of keeping one or two
officers in a particular town in work and
in pay in that town

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It can be done
hetter and more cheaply there.

The PPREMIER : Experience shows
that such is nof the case. If we are to
he compelled to do that, T want to know
where it is going to land the ecountry.
After all, while in normal times it may
be desirable, for the convenience of the
publie, to have these offices open in differ-
ent parls of the State, yet under existing
conditions it is not desirable that we
should keep offices open merely for the
purpose of maintaining loeal records, re-
cords which can be maintained at the cen-
tral offices where men are available for the
offices where men are available for the
work. There is no reason why we shonld
keep men idle in offices at local centres.
We have a splendid opportunity of
economising—and evidently it is desired
in many quarters—by retrenchment in
the publie service; hut the method we are
now adopting does not infliet any hard-
ship. Vacanecies are occurring from time
to time in different departinents of the
service, and by transferring officers who
are not fully employed, we can fill the
vacancies without actual retrenchment.
Tf we are to he compelled to keep these
survey affices open in districts where they
are not needed, and keep officers there
doing one or two hours’ work a day——

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They will be kept
very husy,

The PREMIER: Nothing of the sort.
Why should we keep them in idleness
when there are vacaneies in busier
branches of the public service?  There
is a general demand, and I think a justi-
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fiable one, for economy, We are not
practising this economy in agricaltural
distriets alone. We are extending it
wherever there can be found an office not
essential to the carrying on of the affairs
of the State. \Wherever, without unduly
inconveniencing the public, we can close
these outlying offices, we are doing so. On
the goldtfields, we have had to abolish the
mining regisirars even in Ministers’ elee-
torates. If we are not to do this, what is
the use of members erying ont for the in-
troduction of economy in the Government
service? Wherever it can be done with-
oul inconvenience to the publie it must be
done. We are not creating the hardships
inseparable -from the retrenchment of
men, but are merely readjusting the ser-
vices. [ want members to consider what
attitnde they arc going to take up. 1t
is of no use complaining about lack of
economies if we are not to be allowed to
economise.  Members are ever ready to
complain about what seems to them undue
expenditure of public money when it is
in sombody else’s electorate, hut when it
touches their own electorates they demand
an increased expenditure,

Hon, J. Mitehell : That is not the point.

The PREMIER: Yes, it is. The pres-
ent is a time when we should raise our-
gelves above the question of retaining
public servants in our own respective
electorates, and consider the matter from
the broader point of view of eeconomy for
the whole of the State. The Minister
for Lands has just pointed out that the
Estimates show that we have already
introduced these economies. We propose,
wherever possible. to extend the system
if it will show a saving. Surely we are
not at the present juneture to give conm-
sideration merely to publie convenience,
if that means in the final analysis ineon-
venience to the public because of the
lack of funds to pay for the upkeep of
these offices. for which at present there
is no need. The hon, member said some-
thing about losing money if we do not
keep the surveys going. Has he forgotten
that we have to pay for the surveys? At
the present time there are tens of thous-
ands of acres surveyed and not yet sel-
ected.
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Mr. E. B. Jobnston: One cannot get
the plans in the distriet,

The PREMIER: Wherever there is a
public office the plans will be made avail-
able, If that is all the bon. member is
worrying about it ean be arranged. But
merely to keep an offiee open with a
man sitting there doing nothing, or, at the
most, a couple of bours' work a day, in
order to allow a member to say, “We have
a survey office in our distriet,” is absurd.
T hope the hon. member will be consistent
and allow the Governmenf to introduce
economies wherever it can be done with-
out undue inconvenience to the publie.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [512]: I
do not know whether the Premier is very
mueh concerned about the fate of the
motion, Personally I am going to vote
against it, notwithstanding that I voted
for the amendment on the score that I
considered it would improve the motion.
When we come to consider the Estimates
we will flud there ave many ttems where
we ean apply the pruning knite, and 1
think this also is a question affording
sco;:e for economy. If the Government
are not to he trusted to cope with any
volume of business which may spring up
in the Lands Department they are not
too competent. I think we may well
trust the Minister for Lands to deal with
any contingency that may arise from
time to time. In the South-West these
offices have not been closed because the
demand for them has been fairly keen,
but if the demand arises in another dis-
triel the department ean cope with it.
As T say T voted for the amendment, but
realising that eeconomy bas to be prae-
tised, and that land settlement has fallen
off for a variety of reasons; and realis-
ing, further, that if it should revive, the
department is well able to eope with it,
I propose to vote against the motion.
We have to judge of the position fromn
{ime to time, and T believe that if the
CGovernment, and the Minister for Lands
in partienlar, are not sufficiently ener-
getie or have not sufficient business acu-
men or enterprise to cope with the de-
mand that may arise, we should not trust
them with the larger questions in respect
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to which we do trust them from day to
day.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [5.15]: Al-
though there may be & desire for economy
at the same time I recognise with the
member for Northam that serious incon-
venience will be inflicted on the people
unless some provision is provided as sug-
gestad.

The Minister for Lands: In what way?

Mr PIESSL: In the matter of the col-
lection of rents.

The Minister for T.ands: Eight-tenths
of the money is paid by cheque,

Mr. PIESSE: That is not so. I have
had the privilege of filling an office as
land agent in a distriet for years and the
great bulk of the money received in the
Toodyay land office was cash, It is not
every man who has a banking account.
I c¢an prove to the Minister by the old
records in the court louse at Toodyay
that not five per cent. of the money was
paid by cheque. The office was closed
there but not by the present Government.

The Minister for Lands: It the hon.
member had been here when the motion
was being discussed he would have known
that T said that settlers could continue to
pay their rents at the office because the
land agent would still be there.

Mr. PIESSE: I think that some con-
ventence should be extended to Toodyay.
During the last two or three years since
the office at Toodyay has been elosed, the
people have been put to great inconven-
ience becanse of the absence of the officer
there. Toodyay has been stripped of all
its nublic oflices except the registry office
to record the deaths of people.

The Minister for Works: This motion
deals with the distriet survey offices.

Mr. PIESSE: But the distriet survey
officer receives rents as well as receiving
survey applieations, If T had my wish
T would see the offices opened or I would
empower the clerks of courts to receive
moneys. Tt must be recognised that where
officers are justified they should be re-
tained. T hope the Minister will see fit
to make provision in all centres. There
should be provision at Goomalling and
at Dowerin,

~ [ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: And Kunun-
oppin.

Mr. PIESSE: 1 hope the Minister will
not refleet on Kununoppin which has

sulfered from the drought, The day will
come when Kunuonoppin itself will be
worthy of a lands office. I hope tle

Minister will make provision in all een-
tres for the receipt of rents nd moneys
dne to the Lands Department.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) {5.18]: It
has not been satisfactorily proved to e,
although T am strongly in favour of de-
centralisation, that there is a necessity for
officers to he kept in the country if there
is not suiticient work to keep them Fully
oceupied, [f officers are kept fully em-
ployved no doubt the Minister will see
that they remain in the country. If we
are out for econmomy it must be to sorme-
body’s inconvenience. Tf we study every-
hody’s inconvenience there will not be
economy. If we are going to impress on
the Premier the necessity for economy
at the present time some small personal
influences will have to be touched. If the
Minister can see that the surveys can be
carried out and the work of the depart-
ment can be carried on from the head
office without having a number of officers
in the country partially employed, I am
in favour of this economy.

Mr, GRTIFFITHS (York) [5.20]: The
nuestion that concerns me most in regarrd
to this matter is, that whilst being of the
opinion, which is generally expressed, that
economy should he practised, T would like
o know whether the removal of the conn-
try officers to Perth or centralisation in
Perth would reduce the cost to any ex-
tent.

The Attorney General: Yes, it will.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Will the keeping
of a lands office in Northam, for instance,
require the augmentation of the staff
there, or, will the alteration which has
taken place make any appreciable econ-
omv?

Mr. HEITMANN (Geraldton) {5.22]:
T am going to support the Government
in their desire to bring about economy
and T agree with the Premier that the
House should consider very closely at
anv time before they endeavour to pre-
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vent the Government carrying out tha
which the House is erying out for ever-
lastingly and that is econmomy. At times
doubt is caused in the minds of members
as to the wisdom of recommendations put
forth by ofiicers of the department.

The Minister for Lands: This is not
a recommendation by the officers of the
department,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Whose recommenda-
tion is 1t?

The Minister for Lands: The offieers
recognise now that it is necessary, but it
15 hardly likely that ofiicers will recom-
mend that their positions be dispensed
with.

Mr. HEITMANN: Most recommenda-
tions of this kind are made by officers of
the department,

The Minister for Lands: I called for
returns showing the work being aecom-
plished eompared with what it was a year
or two ago and 1 found that practically
nothing was doing. and 1 decided to close
np these oflices.

Mr. HETTMANN: The information
given to the Honse by the Minister for
Lands shows that the work at these offi-
ces has been redueced considerably. In
some of the offices it has been reduced
almost out of sight. I would like to point
out the reason why sometimes members
have doubts in foilowing the Minisfer
who acts on the suggestion of his officers.
For some six months past the office at
Geraldton has been in a most extraordin-
ary condition. The officers there have
been anticipating a change. Rumenr
first went forth that the survey office was
to be closed up and an officer was trans-
ferred to another department. One day
it was found that a permanent officer was
acting as electoral officer and another day
he was taking charge of the Treasury
work, and month after month no one in
the lands department in Perth or in Ger-
aldton conld get information as to what
was to he done.

The Minister for Lands: The Gerald-
tion survey office was closed before T took
over the Lands Department.

Mr, HETTMANN: Step after step has
been taken in this office but T no not
think there has been a decrease demand-
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ing such a change. It appears to me the
suggestion of the member for Williams-
Narrogin is a really good one. Instead
of having the land agent as at present,
the Minister could appoint an officer who
was also a draughtsman, It was stated
by the Minister that a dranghtsman could
not do the other work reguired. I knmow
in more than one office of the State the
work has been carried out by a dranghts-
man. He has done all the comnter work
and the information work for the publie
and what was required of him as a
draughtsman.  Speaking generally, one
must deprecate the efforts in the direc-
tion of more centralisation. I am going
io support the Government and give the
proposition & trial. Up to the present
alihough these survey offices have been
closed some time, in Geraldton I have not
heard complaints from those mostly in-
terested, the farmers. I support the mo-
tion but I reserve to myself the right to
ask that the office be re-opened in Ger-
aldion if reguired.

The Minister for Lands: I hope it will
be reruired.

AMr. E. B. Johnston rose to speak,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
cannot speak; he lhas already spoken.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: T did not speak to
the motion, .

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
gpoke to the motion and moved an amend-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: T am in the
same position as the hon. member; I can-
not speak again.

Mr. SPEAKER: To satisfy the hon.
member I would point ont that he spoke
to the motion and the amendment, be-
eause in moving the amendment he must
speak to the motion,

Mr. WANSBROUGH  (Beverley)
[5.26]: T cannot support the Government
in the attitude they are adopting and T
eannot be accused of parochialism be-
cause my district enjoys the privilege of
having a land agent.
the Great Sounthern district from Perth to
Albany will be without the services of a
survey officer, From my past experience
of local bodies such as roads boards it is
a diffienlt matter to have surveys attended

But the whole of .
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to promptly. There it a pumber of new
places in the Southern distriet and T am
satisfied that by centralising the work
in Perth it will be detrimental to the
State. I do not say that the whole of
the survey offices should be kept open,
but I believe in the amendment of the
mewber for Wiliams-Narrogin, for on an
economieal basis the offices should be re-
tained.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) {5.27]:
I am a great believer in decentralisation.

The Minister for Lands: At any price.

Mr, THOMSON: Not necessarily at
any price, but the Minister has stated
that in closing these district survey offices
he has effected an economy. T would like
to know from the Minister if the ser-
vices of any of the distriet surveyors or
officers have been dispensed with,

The Minister for Lands: All the con-
tract surveyors have been dispensed with.

ITon. J. Mitchell : They should not have
been.

Mr, THOMSON: T am not dealing with
the contract surveyors but the distriet sur-
veyors and distriet officers,

The Minister for Lands: Will the bon.
member admit that it is economy if we
have twenty eontract surveyors and we do
withont them, Is that economy?

Hon. J. Mitchell: No. ~

The Minister for Tands:
not know what is.

Mr. THOMSON: That does not affect

Then I de

the question as far as the district survey .

offices are concerned. If iz a distinet ad-
vantage fo the settlers to have permanent
officials in the distriet. As far as corres-
pondence is concerned, T am prepared
to admit that it is possible for settlers
to do all they require by correspondence,
but most of ns know from experienee the
delay that takes place. Whereas, if they
have an opportunity of meeting the dis-
triet surveyor, the matter is very often
fired up, and this means an enormous
saving of time to the settler, and of time
and correspondence to the department. I
support the amended motion because I
am a believer in decentralisation. I know
we are preaching economy to the Gov-
érnment and that this makes it somewhat
diffieutt, perhaps, to vote aganst them

[ASSEMBLY.]

at this juncture, but in my opinion uo
economy has been effected, or at any rate
the Minister has not shown it to me.

The Minister for Lands: Have a look
at the Estimates and you will see.

My, THOMSON: So far as T am con-
cerned I must support the amended mo-
tion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [5.31]: I have
been listening diligently to find a good
plea for retaining what are apparently
growing into obsolete offices at the pres-
ent time. I can only hear two arguments
in favour of the motion. One is that
it is a convenience to have men on the
spot in a township or village throughout
the country where the farmers desire to
pay their rents. The other reason is that
it is a convenience to have men there te
attend to roads boards business, and to
have a surveyor on the spot waiting for
emergencies,

Mr. Themson: He only goes there once
a month.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: People will have
to come to Perth for every little thing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not necessary to come fo Perth. We are
not living in the days of the bullock
wagon; we are living in the days of the
post office and the telegraph. It is not
an ignorant country in which we dwell
in this State. Most of our farmers ave
as edncated as the general run of repre-
sentatives of the people, and know how
to transact their business and to do it in
a businesslike fashion.

Mr. Thomson : Delays take
when dealing with the farmers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I guar-
antee that in dealing with the Estimates
the whole argument against them will
be on the question of extravagance.

Hon. J. Mitchell: And we ecan prove
that easily.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
present system is not decentralisation,
becanse all the work that has to be done
in the eountry in the district survey
offices, under the existing system, has
been re-done and re-recorded centrally,
It is a duplication and all business men,
whether they live in the country or in

place
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the towns, mmst know that duplication
increases expenditure. Is it not the time,
then, when we should seek, even at some
saerifice and some public inconvenienece,
to reduce expenditure in every form?

Mr, Thomson: If we reduce expendi-
ture!

‘The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly.

Mr. Thomson: Yoo will still have the
same officers there employed by the de-
partment,

The Minister for Lands: You can see
by the Estimates whether we have ecut
down tlie expenditure or not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As the
Minister for Lands has just remarked, the
hon. member will be able to see from the
Estimates that the expenditure kas been
reduced.

Mr. Thomson: The Minister says we
have done away with contract surveyors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Con-
tract surveyors are dissociated now from
the district surveyors, and in that way
there has been a saving. What bhas this
Chamber heen told by the Premier? He
has told us that in closing down distriet
offices it is sought to make an adjustment.
The war has taken from us a number of
men, capable officers, who are needed at
the front. Their positions must be filled
by somebody and consequently readjust-
menls are being made throughout the
whale of the service. We should have ta
employ outsiders if we did not take this
course, The object is to absorb these
district inspecfors so that they lose mno-
thing, and so that we can economise by
preventing duplieation,” and in that way
save the general cost to the whole people
at a time when it is absolutely necessary
that economy should be practised in the
interests of the conntry, Admitted that
there will be inconvenience on the part of
the publie, and some degree of suffering,
some irritation, and some femporary an-
noyanees, is it too much to ask the people
to bear all these things in the irying
times through which the country is pass-
ing and has yet to pass?

Mr. Thomson: I am with you if you
effect economies.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Uon-
doubledly that is so. If we are effecting
economies the hon., member is with us.
Then he must be with us, for the sole pur-
pose of this is economy. What pleasure
ean any Minister take, no matter what
depariment he presides over, in merely
closing offices? There is no more disagree-
able task to a Minister than this. It makes
him personally unpopular with the men
representing the disirict concerned, and
unpopular throughout the districts, and
that unpopularity bas a tendency to
spread. The Minister does not do this
with any relish; he does it reluctantly,
and only yields to the necessity when he
sees that it is obvious that the country
must cut down expenses wherever that is
possible,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Your only bope is to
settle the land,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Do
hon, members imagine that if this war
was not Taging, if our railways
were earning up to their full capa-
city, if the revenue was flooding
in, and if new resources of wealil
were open Lo us, and the eountry

wns in a Zenerally prosperous condition,
we shonld seek to minimise the eonveni-
ences of the public? We should seek to
extend rather than to curtail expenditure,
and to provide more and more of these
conveniences. This, however, is a neces-
sily which has cast a stern duty upon
us. Ministers themselves have had this
necessity forced upon them. They are in
the position where they must do their
duty, and surely they can expect that
hon. members will stand by them in such
a ease. There is no party quesition in-
volved in a proposal of this kind; rather
15 i} a question which affeets us all.
Wherever we c¢an eurtall expenditure we
jmust do it, and wherever we can avoid
duplication we must do so.
Hon, J. Mitchell interjected,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
or without the amendment proposed, we
can exercise economy. We are trying to
do so now, but we could not do it on too
great a scale. If we were not getting
adequate serviee for the alteration which
has been effected, we should be doing
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wrong if we sought to limit these sarvey
officers in any way. But we have not
been getting an adequate return for the
money which has been spent. The point
is that we can do the work without them.
All that we entail by doing the work
without them is a little inconvenience in
these hard times when people must snffer
inconvenience. Surely there is epough
patriotism, and enough interest in the
service of the couniry, for people to be
prepared to make some small sacrifice
under the circumstances. Those who are
going to the front to give their lives for
the Empire are doing far more. Why
cannot those who are in the farming dis-
triets suffer a little inconvenience thern-
selves, and help us to save money to
meet emergencies that arise, and will con-
tinue to arise until the war is over?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is costing more
money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not costing more money. That is merely
an assertion. The Estimates themselves
will show,

Hon. J. Mitchell: No, no.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 say
ves, ves, I expect the hon. member to
constantly interrupt me. Perhaps he
would like to give my speech for me.
No doubt he would. I am accustomed to
all that. The point is that there can be
no gquestion that all the work in the sur-
vey offices has to be re-done and re-
recorded in the central offices. There is
not the requisite amount of work to keep
the men constantly engaged. We are
paying them for work they canmot do,
and which is not there for them to do.

My, E. B. Johnston: They cannot do it
in Perth, but they ean in the country.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is no work in the country for them te
do. As a matter of faet, we are ahead
in our services at the present lime, If
there was work for them to do it might
be a different question.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It is there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not there,

Mr, Wansbrough: You are referring to
contract work?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
referring to all work. I say there is no
work to entitle us to keep men con-
stantly in these distriets, We only ask
that the House will fall into line, to show
that members are in earnest when they
advocate economy and the entting down
of expenses, that they are willing to suf-
fer something for it and to accept some
degree of unpopularity in showing that
they are not merely here to win publie
applause, but are here to do their duty
to the State as well as to their constitn-
encies, 1 say the Government have per-
formed a very disagreeable duty, an abso-
lutely annoying duty, in toueching any
of these offices.

Mr, George: We grant that,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
grieves them to have the necessity forced
upon them. But the necessity is there,
and they have had the eourage of their
convictions, and now expect hon. members
to stand by them in the performance of
their duty.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
{542]: There is no single member of
this House who will disagree that there
is a necessity for economy,

Member:; In theory,

Mr. GEORGE: We must practice
economy in our public lives, as we have
to practice it in private life at the pre-
sent time. If economy can be effected in
the public service, and so directed as to
cause a minimum of inconvenience to
those who bave to find the money, I
think it is quite right for the Government
to take that aspect into consideration.
The view has been expressed by differ-
ent hon, members, such as the hon. mem-
ber for Northam {Hon. J. Mitchell) and
the hon. member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. E. B. Johnston}, who are both
closely in touch with the country, that
there is necessity for some provision to
be made to minimise as much as possible
the inconvenience to settlers. It ocenrred
to me that it might be possible to have
these offices not opened altogether, not
on six days in every week, but opened in
a distriet, as requirements oceasioned,
perbaps on two days, and that the officer
should then go to another district for
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vne say, or two, and so forth, The
queslion does not, of course, affect my
distriet very much. There are people,
even in these bad times, who have not
lost hope and who have kept up heart,
and are attempting to take up and are
desirous of taking wp, land, Tt must be
admitted, if that is o, that a number of
people will have to come to Perth to ob-
tain information which it would cer-
tainly be hetter if thev could obtain in
their own particular district, belter for
them and better from an  economical
point of view. T, therefore, submit as
a proposal to the Govermmnent that an
officer shounld be detailed to attend at
these places just in the same way as
officers of banks are detailed to attend
the branch banks; that, just as in the
banks, an officer should attend either on
one or two days in the week; and that if
possible these should he expert officers.
Tf this arrangement was adopted, an
officer conld go to Katanning say on
Monday, to Wagin, if there iz another
office there, on the following day; and to
Northam, if there is an office there, on
the Wednesday. The proposal might be
worth consideration in order that we
might see if some economy could not
still be effected. and to see if we can-
not minmimise the trouble which has been
spoken of by the hon. members I have
mentioned.

The Minister for Lands: The offices are
open to-day: they have not been totally
closed. Any one ean get information on
land matters because there is a land
officer there, but no distriet surveyor is
sitnated there.

Mr. GEORGE: T go this far and say,
if there is not sufficient work to keep all
these officers going, whether they are
land officers or distrigt surveyors, that
the Government should see whether they
could not reduce the number and endea-
vonr to keep the offices open on one day,
or perhaps two days in the week.

The Minister for Lands: They are
open altogether; the office still re-
mains.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister tells us
that the offices are open to-day, that is
they are opet for six days a week, and
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that there is very little work to be done
in them. This particular thing strikes
at the question of distriet surveyors, but
it may have to go further than that. If
the officers are therée and there is no work
for them, we have no right to keep the
offices open, but we might be justified in
keeping them open for a part of the
week ; we might do as some of tbe bank-
ing institutions at Pinjarra ‘and at
Brunswick are doing; a banker goes
there on one day a week from Harvey,
where the cebtral office for the district is
situated. Would not a similar procedure
be possible in connection with the land
offices ?

The Attorney (eneral: The require-
menis of the public musi be mef,

Mr. GEORGE: My view is that the
offices are not required to be open for the
whole time, and it might be possible to
make arrangements to close them on cer-
tain days of the week, and when an offi-
cer does attend, he can be an experf offi-
ger of the department. In that way we
ean probably effect an economy, but it
is for the Minister to say whether he
ean or cannot do it.

My, B. J. 8TUBBS (Subiaco) [5.48}:
The discussion once agein demonstrates
the impossible task the Government have
to face in their endeavour to effect
economy. We saw in this morning’s
newspaper a leading article which eriti-
cises the Government for not having done
anything in the way of effecting eco-
nomy. Whenever the CGovernment have
attempted to do anything at all we bave
found those whose electorates have been
affected have come along and made a
complaint. It seems to me that even some
of the members now complaining do not
thoroughly undersiand this question. The
last member who spoke was under the
impression that the offices had actually
been closed. The land offices are there
to-day, and what has been done is that
the surveyors have been removed. The
position to-day is that there are hun-
dreds of thonsands of acres in this State
which are already surveyed and which
have not been selected. I ask hon. mem-
bers, whether they are just or fair in ask-
ing the Government to keep putting on
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surveyors to survey land when we have
already hundreds of thounsands of acres
of surveyed conntry not yet taken up.
Let s take a glance at the Estimates and
see what the Government have done in the
way of effecting economies, If hon. mem-
bers will look at pages 51, 52, and 53
they will see that a legitimate cffort has
been made by the Government to econo-
mise. OQf conrse the hon. member for
Northam might assume an idiotic grin,
but that will not affect the question. If
he looks at the Estimates of the Lands
Department. he will find there is to be a
saving effected of £11,117. That is to say,
thal. the expenditure will be less by that
amount than that of last year. This shows
conclusively that very substantial econo-
mies have heen effected and not only
that, but if hon. members will look at
page 51 they will find there that an
amount has been recouped to the Lands
Department for officers loaned, and this
amount is no less than £6,500. That re-
coup is for officers who were in the Lands
Department and for whom there was no
work, and they were loaned to other de-
pariments who required their serviees,
principally  the Industries Assistance
Board and the Agricultural Bank. All
this shows that the Government have
made an effort to economise, but hon.
members to-day, purely for the sake of a
little self-gratification, or for the purpose
of harassing the Government come for-
ward and ask that the dislriet survey
offices should be reopened. The Treasurer
has pointed out to me that the Estimates
on page 26 show that there are no fewer
than eleven clerks in district offices in the
country, who, although they come under
the Treasury, are doing work for the
benefit and for the eonvenience of the
people in the country distriets, The House
will be very unwise to carry this motion,
and as has been pointed out by various
members, we shall be saddling the coun-
try with an expense which is not justi-
fied, because we shall aceomplish nothing
in the interests of the settlers. There is
absolutely no justification for asking the
Government to go on surveying land
which is not required for settlement at
the present time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Nertham—in
reply) [5.55]: The last hon. member who
spoke knows nothing at all about the sub-
jeet,

The Minister for Lands:
know much about it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Hon. members
talk about the economy which is being
exercised by the Governmeni. Why, the
Fistimates which have just heen submitted
show an increase of £400,000! Is the
Lands Department the only department
that is fo suffer? We are told that on the
score of economy that department must
suffer. Is the Premier serious in his con-
tention thal there is no money for the
Lands Department? The Attorney Gen-
eral waxed elogueni and said that the
work done at the district offices meani
duplication, Tf that is the case it is due
to fanlty adminisiration. .

The Minister for Lands: We have heen
trying for three years to put your mis-
takes right.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Any mistake I
made is eapable of being rectified.

The Premier: By the settlers going
through the bankruptey conrt.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Is it not so
with the mistakes of the present Minister
for Lands?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must confine his remarks to the motion
before the House,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The work has
to he done and it is a question of een-
tralisation or decentralisation. T say it
can be done under decentralization. When
it comes to a question of eosts, will those
costs be deereased by centralising everv-
thing in Perth? Hon. members know full
well that the costs will be increased. The
work has to be done. At one time in Nor-
tham we had a staff of fourtecen or six-
teen men, but that was before the Gov-
vernment killed land settlement.

Mr, Munsie: That was when you were
booming the land.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The whole State
was booming and at that time the people
had faith in it, We needed fourteen men
to keep the work going at Northam, bui
owing to the administration of the pre-
senf Minister and his predecessor, the

You do not



[15 SepreEmsrr, 1915.]

staff has beent reduced to four. It is a
great advantage to have a district sur-
veyor who knows his district. Take the
disiriet surveyor at Northam. He knew
the whole district, and when it came to
dealing with the roads board he knew
what to do with it; instead of having, as
is the ease fto-day, to correspond with the
Perth office. When it cume to the selec-
tion and the survey of land, the district
officers were told off by men who knew
the district and the work was donc more
satisfactorily than it can he done now,

dir. MeDowall: What about the offices
in our little mining_towns?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
said that we must close those offices be-
canse economy must be the order of the
dav.

The Premier: 1 did not say that. I
said they had already been closed in the
mining districts.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
also said that he would endeavour to
keep the distriet survey oifices cpen, and
he was supported in that by the Atforney
General who knows nothing aboui the
subjeet. The Attorney CGeneral says the
oilicers were there for the purpose of re-
ceiving rent. That refers, of course, to
amounts paid by cheque. No doubt, larger
amonnts are paid by cheque, but smaller
sums are wsually i eash. T wish to see
distriet offices open with one chief officer
confrolling the whole of a distriet. A
draftsman might be in charge of a dis-
trict, controlling three or four ecentres,
during times of depression, Sneh an
arrangement would, T think, be satisfae-
tory to everyvone, T want to deal with the
vemarks of the Minister for Lands on
the question of responsibility insofar as
it eoncerns the poliecy of the Government.
Everyone knows that the policy of the
Government is shaped by Ministers.
Everyone knows also that there are re-
sponsible officers, such as the under sec-
retary and officers in charge of distriets.
Tn due course the recommendations eome
hefore the Minister for his consideration.
The Minister tells us that he does not
delezate his authority at all, that he fakes
the whole of the responsibility and work
of administration himself. If he does. T
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think he is wrong, I think be should con-
sult with his under secretary and other
officers. The Minister has heen going
ronnd the country making statements, in
reference to my administration of the de-
partment, that I placed people on the
land too far east, that it has been re-
sponsible for making me unpopular and
that this unpopularity was dne to my
lack of judgment.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
says “Hear, hear” T do not know
whether T am unpopular as a result of
my administration, but, if so, T do not
think I deserve to be unpopular with the
people on that account.

Mr. Munsie: Many of those whom you
put on the land will never forget you.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It wounld be
strange indeed if they did. A great many
people in this State who are not on the
land will never forget this time of labonr
rule. This stalement of the Minister was
unfair and made only with the objeet of
damuging me wifh the people.

The Minister for Lands: I only siafed
that puiting people on the land there was
an absolute erime not only to the men
but to their wives and families,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T must ask
hon. members to cease making interjec-
tigns which have no relevancy to the
question. :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
further stated thaf, during my time, a
large area of land beyond the safe limit
was surveyed. T may say that since 1
left office more land has been surveyed
further eastward.

Mr. Munsie: Further south.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Further east-
ward, not further south. When the Min-
ister dealt with this question he told the
people that this was not so. At any rate
a distriet officer would be a safegnard.
1f the Minister wished to go further east,
a distriet officer at, say, Northam could
advise him that it would not be safe, that
already he had gone to the extreme limit. -
During his term 204,000 acres of land
were surveved at a cost of £13,000. Dur-
ing my time that area would have been
sur\'(:\;ed for £5,000. Yet the Minister
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says that he praclises economy and thas
he is determined to get economy. Deal-
ing with the question of inspectors, the
Minister said it was his intention to place
all inspectors under one official in Perth
—that is, Agricultural Bank inspectors
and Land Office inspectors. I should like
to point out to the Minister that the ques-
tion of valuing improvements is not
nearly so important as that of valuing
securities. If he determines to have those
dual duties performed by one inspector,
I think he will be making a sad mistake.
On the question of centralisation or de-
centralisation I think that had the farm-
ers’ assistance been worked on a decen
tralised system it would have meant & con-
siderable saving to farmers. The House
has now to decide whether it is in favonr
of centralisation or decentralisation. Tt
has been said that we have now 100,000
acres of land already surveyed. To that
I would reply that we want 100,000 acres
more surveyed. Very soon. no doubt,
there will be a revival in land setflement.
I hope so in the interests of this country;
and if we are to be ready for that revival
we can be prepared only through the sur-
vey office, and the success of the survey
office depends on the district survey offi-
ces. I hope, when that time arrives, we
shall be ready to meet the demand. T ask
hon. members who voted for the amend-
ment moved by the member for Williams-
Narrogin how they can consistently re-
frain from voting for the motion pro-
posed by me,

Question, as amended, put and a

division taken with the following re-
sult:—
Ayes - . 15
Noes 22
Majority against 7
ATES,
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Connolly Mr. Piesse
Mr. Cunningbham Mr. Roblnson
Mr. Gilchrist Mr, Thomson
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnstan Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lefroy Mr. fleotRe
Mr. Male {Teller)
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Noza,
Mr, Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Munsle
Mr, Chesson Mr. Nairn
Mr. Collisp Mr. O'Loghlen
Alr. Foley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr, Harrigon Mr. Walker
Mr, Helimann Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudson Mr. Bolton
Mr. Johnson {Teller).
Mr. McDowall

Question, as amended, thus negatived.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2}, £650,000.

Returned ftrom the Council without
amendment.
MOTION—IMMIGRATION DEPART-

MENT, TQO CONTINUE.

Debate resumed from the 25th August
on the following motion by the Hon.
J. D. Connolly :—“That, in the opinion
of this House, it is cssential in the best
interests of the State that the Govern-
ment should continue the Immigration
Department and all agencies and arrange-
ments made in the past which were found
essenttal for a vigorous immigration
poliey.”

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [7.31]: Mem-
bers are glad to have the assurance of the
Honorary Minister that it is not the in-
tention of the Govermment to abolish the
Immigration Department and. therefore,
T do not propose to eccupy the time of the
House at any length in speaking on this
subject. I appreciate the Minister’s as-
surance that the department will be kept
in working order. T firmly believe that
there is a good prospect, after the terrible
war which is raging at present is over, of
immigrants ponring inte Australia, I
helieve that immigration will eventually
solve the problem of the production
locally of sufficient dairy produce to meet
our own requirements and will save the
imrortation of this commodity to the ex-
tent of ahont a million a vear. Tt is a
matter for wonder that greater effort has
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not been exerted by the powers that be

to obviate this great leakage. The pro-
duction of those lines which are now im-
ported will be best accomplished by en-
couraging people with practical know-
ledge to settle here and apply their
methods fo our land. In Denmark, the
dairy industry has reaehed a high stand-
ard of efficiency, and its production is
enormous. If only we encouraged people
well acquainted with the pros and cons of
the industry to setile in this State, we
should soon be producing sufficient to at
any rate meet our own requirements. I
am gratified that the department is io be
kept in readiness for the time when its
services will be needed. The member for
Perth was justified in bringing forward
the motion beeause it was the general im-
pression that the Government intended to
abolish the department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. (. Angwin—North-Yast Fremantle)
[7.36]: The member for Perth has
pointed out that ii is the duty of the
CGovernment to continue the immigration
policy with all the departmental agencies
as in the past. Those who have given
the matter eonsideration eould come to
only one conclusion fhat it would be a
waste of money to keep the ¥mmigration
Department and its agencies going on
lines similar to those of fhe last two or
three vears. The present Government
have without doubt done more to encour-
are immigration—that is real immigra-
tion, the bringing out of the people re-
quired by the State—than was done by
any previous (lovernment. I am safe in
saying that the immigration poliey was
really started and fixed on a proper
hasis when ihe Labour Government were
in power in 1804-5. Tt is all very well
for the.hon. member to say that a vigor-
ous poliey of immigration was com-
menced in 1906. In 1905 there was a
zood deal of disenssion on the question
of immigration, Tt was felt that in the
interests of Western Australia it was
necessary to swell the population by
bringing snitable immigrants to the State.
Previous to {his. practieally nofhing had
heen daone. as immigrants numbered only
100 or 200 per anpum. The then Pre-
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mier thought it advisable to instruct the
Agent General, Sir Walter James—who
remained in that office for only & few
weeks after the member for Perth became
Colonial Secrelary

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Would you be
surprised to know that he was in office
{for probably seven or eight months after?

[The Deputy Specker (JMr, MeDowall)
took the Chair].

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
was not because the hon. member did not
take olfice until after 3r, Rason was ap-
pointed Agent General. Mr. Kingsmill
was Colonial Secretary prior to that, and
Sir Walter James returned to the State
within a few months after the member
for Perth took office. 1t was considered
necessary to adopt active measures to
bring about a vigorous immigration
movement, and for the tirst time the
Government voted a fair sum of money
for the purpose. If members look up
the Estimates they will find the amounts
provided. In 1304-5 the Labour Govern-
ment provided £12500 for the institu-
tioh of a vigorous immigration policy.
Seareely anything had been done prior
to that. Tn 1905-6 there was little thought
of immigraiion as the new (Government
provided only £6,927. From thal time
onward the amount increased. In 1906-7
it was £7.500; in 1007-8, £8,643—that
was the year the hon. member was in
office; in 1908-9, £13,348; in 1909-10,
£12,.800——

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Are you quoting
from the Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Hon, J. D. Connolly: But there was a
good deal also from loan money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
These amounts include the loan money.
In  1010-11 £71,000 was provided.
Then the present Government took office,
the Government whom the hon, memher
has said did not realise the necessity for
encouragine immieration. Tt was said
not only in Western Australia but out-
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side that the Labour party were op-
posed entirely to immigration, and did
not desire immigrants to come here to
enter into competition with the workers
already in the State. Yet in 1911-12,
the amount provided for immigration was
£100,000—3a very large increase on the
sum provided during the last year the
hon. member was in office,

Hon, J. D. Comnolly: You could not
help that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
we could. It would have been possible
for us to refrain from engaging special
steamers to convey the immigrants here.

Hon. J. D. Coonolly: Could you have
prevented the 3,500 who arrived in the
first two months you were in office?

"~ The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They were all on
board before you took office.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
found it necessary to charter special
steamers to cope with the stream of im-
migrants. In 1912-13 the amount was
£80,975, and in 1913-14 it was £10,000.
The hon. member is fully aware that in
1912-13 a diffienlty was experienced in
obtaining immigrants. The New Sonth
Wales and Victorian Governments ex-
perienced such difficulty

Hon. J. D. Connolly. It was not
greater then than previously.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was much greater because an agitation
had been put on foot in England to pre-
vent people from leaving those shores for
other parts. The diffienity was so great
that the Vietorian and New Sonth Wales
Governments amalgamated their immi-
gration agencies in London. They had
engaged steamers and were unable %o
fill them. and the Western Australian
Government filled some of the steamers
for them. They could not obtain suficient
immigrants to fill their steamers, and
many of the vessels came out with only
a few immigrants on board. The Federal
Government, on being approached. econ-
sidered it advisable to assist the States
in their immigration efforts, and pro-
vided £250,000 on condition that the num.
ber of immigrants was increased. When
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it was pointed out that it was diffieult
to get British ipeople to emigrate fo

Australia, the Federal Government sent
their agent to Europe to report as

to the best country from which im-
migrants might be obtained, The
Honorary Minister referred to that the
other night and quoted some extracts,
and 1 will not cover the ground again.
I want to empbasise, however, that in
1912-13 immigration fell off, entirely
owing to the difficulty in obtaining immi-
grants in England. The hon, member
went on to say that full arrangements
were made by him for immigrants. He
said that they were readily absorbed and
that the arrangements were so good that
there was rio difficulty at all in utilising
them., The position was that the hon.
member had established throughout West-
ern Australia a large number of agencies.
As a matter of faet, his agent counld go
along o a farmer and ask him if there
was work for an immigrant to do. If
the farmer would engage the immigrant,
the agent was paid 5s., even if the immi-
grant did not stop more than one day.
He wounld then go on to the next man and
in all probability the man previously en-
gaged would be engaged to the next
farmer and another 5s. would be paid.
This was the system carried on through-
out Western Australia. In the Viectoria
district he engaged a man at a salary and
provided him with a horse and trap to
go through for the purpose of finding
employment for these immigrants. It
has been clearly demonstrated by the La-
bour Bureau that there was no difficulty
s¢ far os we were concerned in the way
of placing immigrants without inereased
expenditure.  This being so, it was
thought advisable to again put into ex-
istence one Labour Burean, instead of
the two which were previously in exist-
ence. The hon. member said that there
were not two Labour Bureaus in ‘ex-
istence. There were, howaver, two in ex-
istence, one in connection with the Im-
migration Department, while the other
was the general Labour Bureau, I find,
in looking through some of the papers at
the time, that what concerned the hon.
member 50 keenly was that some of these
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voung fellows who were coming out from
the old country were given work in the
country instead of in the town. He
thought it was necessary that, in bring-
ing these people out, we should first fill
our towns with them and that the La-
hour Burean had no right whatever

on, J. D. Connolly : Are you not con-
tradicting  yourself? You said I had
agents throughout the country.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ané
{he hon. member did have agents through-
out the country. I will give him some of
his statements directly, He complained
about voung men being sent into the
country. In his opinion it was more ad-
visable, in the interests of the State, that
the young men should first flood the
towns and go to the country afterwards.
T find that the hon. member said-—

For instance, lads between 18 and

20 years of age were senk out into the

country to do clearing work of which

thex had no previous experience. It
musi. be apparent that iads like these,
coming direct from the old country,
should not be turned out in the bush.

Employment should be found for them

if possible in more settled parts.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: T remember that.
T was speaking of a district some 20 miles
outside Dowerin.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
under the impression that the immigra-
tion policy was brought about for the
espress parpose of fllling up the spare
parts of the country. The hon. mem-
ber, however, thought differently. His
immigration policy was to fill up the
towns and not the country, and he de-
sired in the first instance to bring these
people into the towns with a view, after
they had become acclimatised, of engag-
ing aothers to fill their places and sending
them oul inlto the country,

Hon. J. 0. Connolly: I said in the
more settled paris of the State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
lion. member said

Tn such cases the men should be
found employment in the towns until
thev berome acclimatised,

This was a minute written by the bon.
member on the 28th February, 1911, and
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signed “J.D.C.” It shows clearly that
the hon. member was in the first instance
only anxious to bring about immigration
for ibhe purpose of flooding the towns. 1
think hon. members are quite aware that,
so far as the towns are concerned, there is
sufficient population already, and that if
immigration was necessary, it was neces-
sary for the purpose of assisting those
in the country. Steps have been taken
to try and avoid this poliey whieh was in
force, and, as I said just now an altera-
tion, has been effected in regard to the
method of obtaining employment for
these men, At this time also complaints
were being made that West Austra-
lians never had an opportunity of obtain-
ing employment, that is through the La-
bour Bureau, and it was said that the
Government’s poliecy was one in which
preference had to be given in the first in-
stanee lo the immigrant, If there were
men who had been in town for a little
while, and who had become acelimatized,
and who then felt they would like to go
out info the couuntry, they would go fo
the TLabour Bureau to look for a position
only to find that all the best jobs had
been picked out for the puorpose of ab-
sorbing some of the other immigranis
that were likely to arrive. I do not know
what the hon. member's idea was, whether
it was for the purpose of sending the
married men out and keeping the single
ones in. That might have been the idea
he had in his mind, but at all events he
issued those instructions, In any case
be said—

I wish these imstructions issued, that
the officer entrnsted by the Immigra-
tion Department with the duty of look-
ing after these immigrants, is to yo
to the Labour Bureau some days he-
fore the hoat arrives, go through the
list of vaeancies there, and any situa-
tion he thinks likely to suit some
immigrani the officer in charge of the
bureau is to reserve for the assisted
immigrants of the Immigration De-
partment.

It proves that the complaints made at the
fime were justified. Actions were being
taken. so the public were saying, with the
object of keeping all the best jobs in the
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country for those assisted immigrants
who were then arriving, This minnte
was written about two months after the
previons one. Ii was dated the 1st
April, 1911, and signed “J.D.C.” So it
was found necessary to merge the Immi-
gration Labour Bureau and the general
Labour Bureau again into one institntion.
Complaints were also made by the
female imumigrants. They pointed out that
they bhad no opportunity of getting em-
ployment in the country, that the best
positions were being reserved for those
who were arriving every few weeks, and
that consequently they did not get the
same opportunity as the new arrivals.
That was the hon. member’s intention ac-
cording to bis minute. I wish to point
out also that there was a good deal of
dissatisfaction in regard to the class of
tmwigrant which was arriving here. It was
found that many men were coming here
under false pretences. The vote was for
agricultural immigration, but under the
hon. member’s administratiog it was de-
termined that the bulk of immigration
had to go through the towns and instruc-
tions were issued to the Agent Geberal
accordingly. These complaints which
were made as to the nature of the immi-
grants who were arriving were entirely
due to the hon. member’s aection in in-
structing the Immigration Office in Lon-
don to secour manufacturing towns in
Laneashire and other places, for the
purpose of getting agrienltural work-
ers. One hon. wmember who was sit-
ting on the front Opposition beneb,
said that some immigrants came here who
were no good to the State and that he
preferred not to have them. We found it
necessary, therefore, to make it clear that
any man filling in a form which did not
comply with the regulations issued and
did not state definitely the class of em-
ployment which he could follow, shounld
be turned down after the necessary in-
quiries had been made, for the purpose
of seeing that the agricultnral immigra-
tion constituted agriculturists in reality
and not in name only. The Government
has a right to take some credit for the
fact that the class of immigrant eoming
to Western Australia during the years
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1912, 1913, and 1914, and the years 1913
and 1914 more particularly, was the hest
class of immigrant which had come to
any part of Australia, This was brought
about by the efforts of the office of the
Agent General in seeing that the person
who desired to come out here could fol-
low, and did follow, that employment
which he stated in his application be was
qualified to £ulfil.
Hon. J. Mitchell:
difference at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There has been a difference. The hon.
member himself said “What a fine lot of
men we are getting here.” There is vo
doubt that, so far as Australia is con-
concerned, it is necessary to have popala-
tion, and that this is so particularly in
regard to Western Australia. I ask hon.
members if we wonld be doing our duty
at this juncture, however, if we sought
to bring out from the old country men
who were needed for other work. I
maintain that no man who would leave
England to-day to come to Western Aus-
tralia is an immigrant worth having,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: No one has
urged thai.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
ask the agents in Epgland, or the Immi-
gralion Officers there, to visit the agrienl-
tural distriets and the varions agrieal-
tural shows in Great Britain, for the
purpose of indueing men to come to
Western Australia, would be not only
unwise but a waste of money.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Snrely you want to
keep the department up to date.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
are fully aware that it is necessary to
keep our eyes open so far as this depart-
ment 15 concerned, but it is not always
necessary to go to large expense in order
that we may keep our eyes open. We
have to-day, still holding the position of
Secretary for Immigration, Mr. A. O.
Neville, to whom I give every credit for
the good work he has done in this diree-
fion. As soon as normal conditions ar-
rive, and we can see that the time is right
for again encouraging immigration to
Western Australia, action will immedi-

There has been no
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ately be taken, as it has been taken in tbe
past by this Government.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is all I am
asking for.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
hon, member shonld study his motion, He
says—

It is essential in the best interests of
the State that the Government should
eontinue the Immigration Department
and all agencies and arrangements,
Hon. J. D. Connolly: The agencies are

only on a commission hasis.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member knows as well as I do that
80 per cent. of the immigrants—I think
I can safely say that—who came to West-
ern Australia were induced to come here
by our salaried officers. We did not stick
to one like the hon, member did while he
was in office. They were induced to come
here by our salaried officers. Conse-
quently the agencies of the shipping com-
panics did very little, as far as Western
Australia is concerned.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They did a great
deal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
explanation of their inactivity with re-
gard to Western Australia lies in the faet
that ether States paid larger commissions
than we paid. Any person who went to
the shipping agents was sent to the other
States unless he specially stated his de-
sire to go to Western Australia. That is
one of the reasons why we here have
had the best class of immigrant. I feel
that hon. members will not agree to the
motion at the present junciure. Certainly
when the time is ripe, then, if the Gov-
ernment should fail to reintroduce a vig-
orous immigration policy on the lines of
the past, sueh a motion as this might be
necessary. At a time like the present,
however, I consider it would be most un-
wise for any (tovernment, and more es-
pecially the Government of a portion of
the British Empire, to send agents
throughout Great Britzin for the pur-
pose of encouraging young men to leave
the old ecountry and settle here. The
salaried officers whom we employed in
England on this business for years have

o
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ceased to be in the service of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr, Green: What has become of Mr.

Kessell 7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
is not an immigration officer, Mr. Dolley
was one—a very good officer, but his
work was finished. Another officer was
Mr, Gilbert, who joined the service of the
Midland Railway Company. In my opin-
ion, the Government acted wisely in ceas-
ing expenditure and merely keeping an
officer in charge who eould at any time
renew the policy. If, when the proper
time arrives. T have the honour of being
a member of this Assembly, I shall be
one of the first to endeavour to re-intro-
duce a vigorous immigration policy, T
consider such a policy is necessary, We
are never happier than when we see nnm-
hers of people coming into Western Aus-
tralia. T used to meet almost every boat
bringing immigrants, and I considered it
a pleasure to see the landing of the new-
comers, and to spend a few hours on the
wharf amongst them, The children es-
pecially 1 regarded as a great gain to
Western Australia, though of eourse they
were a great loss to the country they left.
The Government have no intention what-
ever of tomrning down the immigration
policy except for such time as the British
Empire is at war, As soon as present
conditions pass away, immigration will
be pushed as previously.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [85]:
1 am indeed pleased to have heard the
remarks of the Minister for Works, 1
feel that the hon. member who moved this
motion ean have searcely intended us to
place upen it the interpretation which
one naturally would from a perusal of it.
If he wonld consent to modify it, prob-
ably it could be rendered acceptable to
the whole House. No doubt his desire is
that hon. members should emphasise the
advisableness of immigration into West-
ern Austrglia being continued when the
proper time comes. If at the end of the
motfion there were inserted such words as
“As soon as conditions are favourable for
such” I am quite certain every member
would be pleased to vote in its favour.
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Indeed, [ should think the motion in that
form would he almost superfluous. It
appears to e, however, that to centinue
the organisation which existed in Eng-
land until recently, simply to encourage
immigration from the Old Country,
would be absurd at the present juneture.
In fact, my own opinjon is that the Brit-
ish Government would resent such a pro-
ceeding. The very men we want to get
for Western Australia, the very men that
we sheuld be trying te eneourage Lo come
here, are the men whom Qreat Britain
wants at the front. Therefore it would
be unpatriotie, in my opinion, of us to
endeavour to encourage them to leave the
Old Country.  Indeed, when they got
here, we would feel bound lo encourage
them to go back again. [ have always
been an ardent advocate of immigration.
1 have fought for it during all the time I
have been in Parliament, because ] think
the strength of a country can only be
gaunged by its people. It is no use hoast-
ing of our enormous terrifery and our
enormous length of ecoastline. The
strength of this eountry ean be gauged
only by the number of people in it. The
strength of Australia can only be
achieved by peopling Australia. Every-
one who thinks the question over must
thoroughly realise that. When [ went
Home as Agent General I found that all
funds for encouragement of immigration
were cut off from me. T had thought that
one of the greatest pleasures I should have
in the Old Country would be to carry out
the object which I had so much at heart,
namely, to enconrage immigration into
Western Australia. I found, however,
that all funds for this purpose were cnt
off. I wrote volumes to the Western
Australian Government of the day on the
subject. I have now my letter book cor-
roborating that statement.
The Minister for Works:
some of your letters. -
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T told the Gov-
ernment here that it was impossible for
me to make brieks if they did not pro-
vide me with straw. Tventnally, how-
ever, a different spirit eame over the
country; and when Sir Walter James
went Home as Agent General, he went

I have seen
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Home amply provided with funds for
the encouragement of immigration. In
fact, 1 believe I am not far wrong in
saying Sir Walter James made that one
of the conditions of bis appointment. He
would not take up the post of Agent
General unless he was provided with
sufficient funds to earry out a vigorous
immigration poliey. 1 know that up to
the very last, until I gol absolutely tired
of it, I kept hammering into the Govern-
ment here the need of furnishing the
Agent General with every means of en-
couraging ummigration. Repeatedly men
called on me who were desirous of emi-
grating, and I always told them the truth
about Western Australia. I told them
that there were greal opportunities here
for steady and indostrious men; but, at
the same time, when they asked me
whether it was any use for mechanics and
olher tradesmen to come here, I said no.
My opinion is that the people we wan
to gel here are people who will go on to
the land, either to work on the land or to
setile it for themselves. I am also of
opinion that where one gets fhe primary
industries properly started, everything
else will follow after. The people whom
the primary industries provide will fol-
low the primary industries. That has
been the experience all over the world.
When gold mining starts in a country,
one finds people flocking from all over the
world to assist towards the advancement
of that primary industry. In the same
way, if farming is prosperous in a coun-
try, mechanies are wanted for all sorts of
work, and mechanies will come to that
country. They do not need encourage-
ment to come. For these reasons I told
many intending immigrants that Western
Ausiralia was & splendid field for the
steady and industrious man who was pre-
pared to go out into the country and
work: bul T never encouraged anyone to
believe that there was work to be found
in the towns. I am certainly in thorongh
sympathy with the views which the mover
expressed, and T am quite sure he has
brought forward this motion in all good
faith. At the same time, T do not think
he can have carefully studied the terms
of his motion, becanse it seems to me that
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he cannot really desire the Government
should at the present moment

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Were you in the
House when 1 spoke?

Hoen. H. B. LEFROY : Yes, 1 was here.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Then you were
not listening to what T said.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : I was listening,
I am only taking the meotion which the
hon. member asks us to vote on. .

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It is all a matter
of degree, and 1 explained the degree in
which I was speaking.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : One can scarcely
desire at the present juncture that the
Government of the day should continue
to carry on immigration work in the
same way as in the past. In fact, they
cannot possibly do it. We cannot ask
the Government to conlinue the employ-
ment in the London ageney of officers
who bave been engaged, at fairly good
salaries, on this work for seven years
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already gone. If the motion were earried
in its preseni form, those officers would
have to be bronght back and set to work
encouraging. or attempting to encourage,
immigration at the present time, which
they could not possibly do. I consider
that the Minister for Works struck the
right note. I hope the hon. gentleman
will always be of the same opinion. If
s0, I feel sure members on this side of
the House will be only too glad to baek
bim up in the poliey which he appears to
have at heart, and, further, which he
seems prepared to support in every pos-
sible way. T trust the member for Perth
will not ask the House to earry the mo-
tion in its present wording, If he wonld
agree to add such words as “As soon as
the conditions are favourable for such.”
it would emphasise the fact that the Par-
liament of this country is still favourable
to immigration, and still desirous that a
vizorons immigration policy should be
carried out by the Government of the dav
as soon as the eonditions allow of it. I
should be glad if the hon. member would
agree to some amendment such as that,
hecause I think it a pitv that we shonld
be, so to speak, at loggerheads over a
muestion like this. The whole eountry, in
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my opinien, ought to be unanimous on
the question of immigration. People in
Australia have now awakened to the fact
that it is necessary, if we are to be a
great country and to have the strength to
protect ourselves, that we must have
population. I hope that all the Parlia-
ments of Australia will be of the same
opinion, and that they will all endeavour
to carry out what we in Western Aus-
tralia will always endeavour to earry out,
a vigorous immigration poliey to obtain
the right class of people to populate our
country, and especially to settle our
lands, thereby encouraging all those
primary industries which are so import-
ant for the future of Australia.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[814]: The motion in its present form
does not ask that the Government should
continue to employ all the officers they
bave had in the past for immigration
work., When we find the Honorary Min-
ister (Hean. R. H. Underwood) stating
that be and the Public Service Commis-
sioner are agreed that the Immigration
Drepartment, should be abandoned, except
for the retention of Mr. Neville, I think
it is time that someone should take the
matter up, The Minister for Works
made an excellent speech. I would be
perfectly willing to entrust the conduct
of the immigration policy to that hon.
gentleman. We have to keep an officer
in London, This motion does not mean
that we shall put on other men. It
means, if it is carried, that the Govern-
ment will keep the department there
alive. Tt does not mean, either, that we
must bring out able-bodied young men
at the present time. I rose because T
wished to point out that there are some
people in England who have friends here,
and they cannot get assisted passages.
I think that the svstem of giving assisted
passages should be continued and the
department at Home might find useful
work to do in the direetion of sending out
such people.

The Minister for Works: Men's wives
and families are still assisted to eome
out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1T think if a
son wishes a widowed mother and her
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family to come out we should assist them
to do so. The Minister for Works knows
that the young people who have come
out have grown into good citizens. There
is much to be done in London in that way.
The Minister is quite wrong when he says
that it is no use bringing men out from
the towns of England. If we can get
guick-witted town men they will develop
into good agricultural workers, and in
faet T would sooner bhave them than many
who are in the agricultural distriets at
the present time. This State can readily
and gladly weleome all the people it can
get from England. I suggest that the
motion be aceepted as it stands. It will
tmean, of eourse, that the office in Londen
must be kept going. Tt will not mean
that the Minister will have to keep ex-
pensive officials running round the coun-
iy.

The Premier: Carrying the motion wil
tot do any harm, anyway.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I ask the Min-
ister for Works to accept this motion be-
cause if is a reasonable and a proper cne.
It is a great pity to close dowp this and
many other departments which we built
up in the past, merely becanse we are
having a temporary set back, I hope the
motion will be earried.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [8.20]:
I certainly eannot see my way to support
the motion as it stands. It is absurd to
think that we should now have to keep
open those agencies which were essential
at one time, The motion as it stands
should not be carried. 1 agree with the
deputy Jeader of the Opposition that
when conditions are favourable we should
pursue a vigorous immigration poliey.
When I was at Home solne years ago
I gave up a considerable amount of my
time fo lecturing, and I got no gold
medals for it either. T was not a
paid agent; I lectured because of the
great interest T had in the State, and I
was doing what T thought was right. [
did wnot o to the towns from which Lhe
memhber for Northam says we should get
men, T went into the country of Devon-
shire and Cornwall where the good men
come from.
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The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. WILLMOTT: They are the men
we want to open up our agrieuliural
tands, and not the gutter snipes who
come out here and whom we have to pub
in gacl. I feel very warmnly on this par-
ticular subject, T come from Devonshire
and T consider that the member for Nor-
tham has cast a slur upon the men of
Devonshire and Cornwall, a slur which
they do not deserve, and which I will not
allow to go unanswered, When the time
is ripe, then we should strain every nerve
to get every suitable person to come out
here and we should then put them on our
agrieultural lands, but I will not allow
any member to make the assertion that
the men from the country distriets of
England are wnot fit and proper people
to eome out here as immigrants.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who said so?

Mr., WILLMOTT: The member for
Northam said so, and 1 repudiate it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: On a point of order,
I deny that T said such a thing.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The mem-
ber for Northamn denies baving made use
of lhe statement, and the member for
Nelson must therefore withdraw.

My, WILLMOTT: I shall withdraw,
but T was under the impression that that
was what he said. 1 can only blame my
hearing or, perhaps, T gathered it from
the mumbling utteranees of the hon.
member.

The Premier: The member for Nor-
tham cannot deny that.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I hope the hon.
member who moved the motion will agree
to the addition of the words, “when the
conditions are favourable.” Fvery one
then, T am sure, will he in aceord with
the motion,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth—in
reply) [8.25]: I only desire to say a
few words in Teply. When 1 moved the
motion T explained that I was led to
do s¢ because of the minute written by
the Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H.
Underwood), and which was endorsed by



[15 Sepreuper, 1915.]

Cabinet, to the effect that rhe Immigra-
tion Depariment should be disbanded, but
that the services of Ar. Neville should
only be retained as secretary,

The Minister for Works: There was
nu work For the other officers.

Hon. J. . CONNXOLLY: 1 quoted
figures and explained to ibe House the
difficuliies which had lo he encomntered
in building up a vigerous immigration
policy. That has heen confirmed hy the
Minister for Waorks fo-night, That Min-
ister has alwavs heen euthusiastic on
the quesiion of immigration, The hon.
gentleman, however, stated that the
immigralion poliey was started hy the
Daglish Government in 1904, but I do
not agree with him on that point.
Grauted, for the suke of argument, that
that was so, it only proves my case, be-
cause it took several years longer than
[ siated to work up that immigration
policy. The Minister also contirmed what
T pointed ont tn the Honse abont the
great competition we had to encounter in
obtaining immigrants. That eondition of
things will he more than ever felt in the
future. 1 guoted fizures and showed how
immigration had inereased from 1906 to
1911, and then it gradually fell off until
immigration hecame exceedingly small.
1 pointed out that T did not want mem-
hers to misunderstand me, and T added
that mo sane person would advocate the
immigration of able-bodied yonng men
at the present tiume, but T stated that
the arrangements eonld not be dropped,
that they should be kept alive so that
when the time was ripe for the resump-
tion of the policy we could derive the
full benefit from them. Although the im-
migration poliey was hegun in 1906, it
took several vears before its value could
he felt to any appreciable extent. If the
policy is entirely dropped now it will
take many years before we ean pick it
up again, and the flow of immigrants will
be diverted to other countries. There are
many people who, like the hon. members
for Nelson and Moere who have spoken
this evening, are fair-weather immigra-
tion advocates but who will not accept
the responsihility when it has to he faced.
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The Minisier for Mines: What is the
use of talking immigration just now?

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: I am justi-
lied in bringing this motion forward
when we have a Cabinet minute recom-
mending that the depariment he dis-
handed.

The Minister for Mines: That is only
during war time.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : T am satis-
fied with the assurance of Ministers that
it is not (heir intention lo drop it alto-
vether. The motion merely afirms thbat
arrangemenis and agencies essential fo a
vigorous immigration policy should be
continned. [t is nol necessary to continue
{he actual department heve, nor the vari-
ous offices in the London agency. The
grealer number of our immigrants were
obtained by the shipping agents.

The Minisier for Works: A very small
number.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There was
very keen competition amongst the ship-.
ping agents.

The Minister for Works: One man who
after arrival here nominated his family,
was referred to the agents, who got their
ecommission,

Hon. J. . CONNOILINY : If they were
paid commission on nominated immi-
srants if was absurd.

The Minister for Works: Tt was in
your time.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : No, cerfainly
not. JTf it ocewrred at all those ve-
sponsible ought to have been severely
reprimanded. How could an agent ohtain
commissions on nominated immigrants,
seeing that he never saw them until they
went ahoard the ship? If for nominated
immigranis alone. we require to keep the
department alive, for we are likely to
receive a great many of this class of im-
migranis, even in these disiurbed times.
This work of putling into force a viznrons
immigration poliey cannot he earried out
in a week or in 2 year if all the existing
arrangements are cancelled. I merely de-
sire that those arrangements shall be kept
alive until the time comes for a vigor-
ous policy to be again put into force.
The Minister for Works declared that T
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created fwo labour bureaus and wanted
these immigranis to fake work in the
towns.

The Minister for Works: I was quot-
ine your actual words,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Min-
ister guoted the case of a young lad
who, aorriving from England in mid-
summer, was senl by the Labour Bureau
to a cam]p of single men 20 or 30 miles
the other side of Dowerin, T pointed out
that that was not the proper way to
treat an immigrant, that the boy shounld
have been put with a farmer in a
sefiled distriet, in order lo learn his
work.  In view of that and other
mstances [ found i necessary lo allow
the  Lhomigration  Depavtment to seltle
their own immigrants. The Labour Bu-
vean did not give those hnmigranis pro-
per consideration. There was any amount
of wark offering, and the Labour Bureau
senl oul immigrants to any job, irrespec-
tive of whether it was suitable for an
unmigrant. Because of this T desired
that the deparvtment shonld he responsible
for the placing of their own immigrants
and shonld see Lhat they were properly
settled in the country, A great deal
hinged on tlie contentment of an immi-
vrant. for a discontented immigrant was
the worsl advertisement we could get.

The Minisler for Works: Was that the
reazon why yon advocated that the men
ghontd he kept in {owns until aeelima-
fised?

Tlon, J. 1. COXNOLLY: 'The hon.
member would not have liked to be sent
out inte the unsettled hush when he first
cume here. ’

The Minister fur Works: T was sent
out very shortly after T arrived.

Ion, J. D, CONNOLLY : Tn one hreath
the Minister for Works has complained
that 1 eave (oo much attention o the
quesiion of finding work in the eonntry
for these imunigrants. and in the next
that T kept the bDumigrants in the
fown, T contend that it waz a sound
policy te appoint agenis in the different
towns for the purpose of finding suitable
positions for the immigrant. T did not
employ the Labour Bureau, for the reason
thai thev treated the immigranis from the

“In moving the second reading said:
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standpoint of a iabour bureau and not
from that of an immigration peliey. 1
do not for a moment advocate & vigorous
immigration poliey at the present mo-
ment, but 1 desire to point to the necessity
of continuing all agencies and arrange-
menls so that at the proper juncture the
poliey ean be resumed in the shortest pos-
sible time,

Question pot and negatived.

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [8.42]:
The
Bill is to rectify an anomaly in onr mar-
ringe law, Some time ago a couple In
my districi were desirous of getting mar-
ried, bul on approaching the registrar
they were aslounded to’ learn that the
marriage laws of Weslern Australia dii
not permit of a man marrving his de-
censed brother’s widow, The couple had
te incur the expense of a special trip to
New Zealand in order to be legally mar-
ried, 1f the Bill becomes law another
suels eouple would not be put to thal ex-
pense.  The position is that, under the
existing law n man eannot marry the
witiow of Lis deceased brother, hut if he
and his intended bride go to New Zealand
they ean there be married, and on their
return to this Stale they are regarded by
our law as having been legally martied.
Soe objeclion may be raised to this pro-
posed amendmeni of the marriage law,
Many people eontend that our marriage
cnstoms have heen in exiztence for all
time and thal we should not interfere
with them, The prohibition decrees of
our marriage Iaw were formulated with
the objeri of preserving the purily of
the human race, Now, the lnw permits
first cousing to marry. and that in my
opinion s certainly far more dangerous
than the proposal T am now placing be-
fore the House, We have also the au-
thority of Seriplore, which is supposed to
he the basis upon which all our laws are
founded, If members will turn to Gene-
sis. chapter 38, verse 8, they will find the
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aathority there, and also in  Matthew,
chapter 22, verse 24. 1 do not propose to
read them, but members who are snffici-
ently interested will find the authoriiy
there.

The Minister for Mines; It would take
o long time to look the authority up. You
had better read it.

Mr, THOMSON : Possibly it might do
hon. members good. They might learn
a little from the Seriptures while they
were searching for the anthority. In
introducing this measure, [ am not intro-
ducing anything in the way of an inno-
vation. We have the autbority of the
Bible to go npon. Some years ago there
was a good deal of controversy in con-
nection with what was known as The
Deceased Wife's Sister Bill. That mea-
sure provoked a great deal of argument
and a good deal of opposition was
brought against. it. One of the strongest

argumenis  wsed i favenr  of  that
measure was the question, who was

likely (o treat a deceased woman’s child-
ren better on assuming the position of a
siepmotiher, a siranger or a sister of the
mother. T think it will be generally
agreed that the sister of a dead woman,
on assuming the position of a  step-
mother. would look after those children
hetter than a stranger. 1 maintain the
same argument applies with greater
foree to the measure | am bringing for-
ward; because, when a man marries his
deceased brother’s widow the woman ha
iv care for her own children, and [ am
sure that a man who is desirons of ae-
cepting the responsibility of marrying
the widow of his broiber, and also of car-
ing for his children—I know no one
better fitted to look after them in this
world. U do not propose 10 labour the
question. It is a simple measure to
rectify an anomaly. Tt certainly seems
absurd that a man, desirous of marrying
ihe widow of his brother, has to go to
the expense of a trip to New Zealand in
order to he legally married, and then,
when lhe comes back. fhe laws of this
State recognise the marriage as legal.
1 leave the measure to the consideration
of the House. 1t doe= nol appear to me
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to be a very debatable one, and 1 hope it
will be carried.

On molion by the Minister for Mines,
debate adjourned.

MOTION — EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES, DISABLED SOLDIERS.

Debate resamed from the Sth Septem-
ber on the fullowing molten by Mr. Car-
penter:—1, That in the opinion of this
House il is desirable that immediate steps
he taken to assist wounded soldiers whose
injnries prevenl them from followiug
their usual occupations. 2, That in order
to provide such men with suitable and
profitable employment the co-operation
of the Federal (tovernment with that of
the State should be invited. 3, That the
passing of this resolution he an instruc-
fion to the Government to prepare and
snbmit ie ihe Federal aunthorities pro-
posals under which joint action may he

taken ul the carliost possible dale.

Mr., GRIFFITHS (York) [8.49]: I
was indeed pleased when the member for
Fremantle bhronght forward this motion,
and 1 am sure Lie is to be congratulate’l
on the able advecaey in support of onr
relurned cripples and wounded, which he
made the other evening. There can he no
question in the minds of hon. members
as to theeimportanee of the objecl. We
as a people should not be in the slightest
degree neglectful of every means hy
which our wounded are looked after
hringing this war to an end. At the com-
mencement of the war I happened to be
in one of our largest departmental stores,
and the person who was with mme made a
remark relating to the defence of the
country, The man behind the counter
held up a shattered hand and said, “If
they want me to go to the war, they will
have lo take me.” That man had heen to
the wars, had gone lhrough war, and
eame oub at the finish with his hand shat-
lered; and thereafter had to make his
living in the hest way he could. As he
said, while the war was on i was
“Tommy liere and Tomwy there,” when
the eouniry was in danger, bul when he
came back he was pui in the hackzround.
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T entirely agree with the member for Fre-
mantle that some scheme should be form-
ulated, or some committee formed, to go
into this matter immediately. 1 under-
stand the Premier’s dilemma when looking
al this question from the Treasurver’s
standpoint; and I thonght al first, when
the Premier uttered his interjectory re-
marks {he other evening that he was
averse to the motion. But afterwards,
when the Premier was speaking to the
motion, 1 noticed that his heart got the
hetter of his feelings as Treasurer, and
he is, 1 am #ure, entirely n  sympathy
with the motion, althongh, as le said, it
is a maiter for the ¥ederal Government.
1 ean understand the Premier's attitnde,
hat the question of divided respousibility
should not enter into consideration, The
Tederal Parliament, the State Parliament
and the individual, each bas a shave of
responsgibility in this maiier. ¥ person-
ally have ny own, My own son is at the
frout, a8 also are the sons of other mem-
hers of the House. It may be argned.
pethaps, that 1 lave a selfish motive in
this madifer, but I can assure members that,
should auvihing happen to my son, 1
hiope T shall be able to support him with-
out sutzide aid. But there are thousands
of others who are nol so happily placed,
who \\-i!)l be returning to (hiz State totally
uitfitted” for any of the ordingyy aveca-
tions of life. We know (hat hefore us
there i= a (ime of trial, and we have to
see to it thal the relurned trgops, the
widows aned orphans, and every one con-
nected with those who lave given of their
hest tor the Kmpire should not suffer in
any undue degree. 1 should like, hefore
sifting down, lo say that if sueh a com-
mittee be formed we do not want any-
thing in the nature of what T saw referved
to in the pink sheet on Sunday as “mis-
managed chariiy,” and suchlike things.
Put already something praetical in  the
direction of assisting the widows of those
whoe are killed in the country’s service in
regard to (heir business affairs until such
time as {liev are put in a sound position
has becn undertaken by the member for
Trwin and Mr. Basil Murray. My great
fear in this matter is that when this
great Prussian seonrge has heen removed
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the returned heroes will be relegated to
the background, and 1 would urge that
we should step in now, should, as the
Yankees say, “Do it now.” In counclusion
I will quote a few words spoken by ex-
President Roosevelt: “The man whe is
zood enough to shed his blood for his
country is good enough io he given a
sruare deal; more than thal no man ean
he entitled to, less fhan that no man
should have.”

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyav) [8.50]: T de-
sire fo offer congratulations io the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) on
bringing this motion forward. The Pre-
mier has said that this is a matter almost
wholly for the Federal authorities. If
that be so, T would suggest that the State
might do something, more particularly in
the watter of exemptions from probate
duty. 'The Premier has stated thai it has
been decided to forewro one half. T think
that iz not sufficieni. T am given to un-
derstand on wood authority that in the
Old Country there is exemption on es-
tates np fo £6.000. 1 should like to men-
tion a painful ease which eame under my
notice of an elderly widow whose son has
been killed at the Dardanelles. That lady
i {he sole heiress fo her son’s property,
which consists of a farm al Totadjin
valued at something like £1,000, and
she ltas  been ealled upon te pay
probate  duty.  That, o my mind, is
quile  unjust, 1t is erael to  think
tial  this  elderly  lady, having lost
lier son, is ealled upon to pay this extra
lax. Tn the Eastern Siates, 1 believe, ex-
emption is granted. and T heg of the Pre-
wier that he will introduce something
more liberal in onr State. The farm T
have just mentioned is, as T lave said,
valued at £1.000. That iz merely a valua-
fion and T venture to sav if is not a eom-
mercial valuation. Tt is not worth that
money in the market to-day. All the same
that valuation zoes into the probate office
and this elderly lady is ealled upon io
pay tax on that amount. Furthermore,
she loses the Commonwealth pension
which she enjoyved prior to her son’s
death, beecause she has become heiress to
this estate. T beg of the Premier to give
further consideration to this matter and
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to introduce exemptions in  respeet of
estates up to £2,000 or £3,000 in the case
of probate by men who have given their
lives in the service of the country. I do
not propose to slress the matter further
becanse 1 have some feeling on the point.
We have unfortunately a case in our own
family in which the probate is somewhat
high. 1 would only agnin urge ihe Pre-
mier to infrodnce exemption in respect of
small estates of say £2,000 or £3,000
value.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
.. Collier—Boulder) [8.5%91: T£ 1 may
he allowed to make a brief statewent it
will perbaps tend somewhat te curlail
the discussion on this motion. The Gov-
ernlitelit have received u communication
fram  the (Commonwealth Government,
with their request that we should adopt
a similar procedure. The Commonwealth
Parliament has appoinied a central coun-
eil comprised of members of hoth Houzes,
the Represenlatives and the Senate, to
deal  with this paeticular matier, the
treatment lo be accorded to returned
soldiers.  They bhave written tv all the
Stale Governmments with a vrequest that
similar counecils be appointed [rom mem-
bers of Parliament to be called Siate
council=. Tt is the intention of the Gov-
ernment tu take steps next weck to form
sueh a council n this State, either by
ealling members of hoth Houszes together
to discuss it, or by formal consultation
with the leaders of the other parhies.
and there 18 no doubt that will result in
the appointment of a  State ¢ouneil, who
will work in co-operation wiill the Fed-
eral council, and will deal with all mat-
ters of the kind embraced in the motion.
That heing the case, T hope the hon. mem-
ber will see his way to withdraw the
motion, as his object will he attained in
the way I have indicaled.

Mr, Thomson: DNoes the Stale propose
fo subsidise the local couneil ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is
not known on what lines thev will pro-
ceed, and that is why it would be undesir-
able to carry the mofion because we
would thereby be laying down the lines
aecording to the opinion of this House,
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which perhaps {0 some extent the council
might think it oought to follow.

Mr. Carpenter: i might tie
hands.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
The counci] will be entirely free, and it
will be their duly in consultation awith
the central eouneil to formulale schemes
for the consideration of the State Gov-
ernments in eo-operalion wilh the Fed-
ernl Government, but [ do not know what
is in the mind of the Government, or
what parfienlar form the assistance might
take.

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[9.2]: After the Minjster’s statement, 1
presumne the wewber tor Fremautle will
withdraw the motion, 1t is just possible
that a betier result might be oblained if
we left the wation on the Notice Paper,
g0 {hat it night be further dizenssed if
necessary, and  then 1he Government
woulil he given a lead as to their action
through the Stale council. T nm pleased
to iear the announeement that a State
couneil is {o be appointed. [ congratu-
late the member for Fremantle on having
hrought rie motion forward. While i
agree with the motion, T cannot see eye
te eve with the PPremier when he says
it is nol a matter tor the State (lovern-
ment. [ coniend that it 1s essentially a
matter for (he State Government to guard
the welfare of not only the soldiers, hul
of any of the peaple of this Siate.

The Minisier for Mines: The Premmer
was speaking more partienlarly in regard
to paragraph 3, that is, the obligation on
the Government to formulate a scheme.

Hon, ). 1. CONNOLLY : 1 do not say
that the Premier was not as heartily in
aceord with the spirit of the motion as
any member of the Iouse. 1 think he
wag, but T did not agree with the prin-
ciple he expressed not only on that oeca-
sion hut alzo when the member for Ka-
tanning asked if the I*remier was aware
that cerfain unelean hlankeis were being
distributed to the men at the Blackboy
Hill camp. The Premier’s repiv was that
these are military matters, and the hon.
member should make representations to
the Federal Government through a Fed-
eral member.

their
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My, Bolton: That has nothing to do
with the motion.

Hon. J. ). CONNOQLLY: The same
sentiment as the Premier expressed lo-
wards this motion was involved. Un-
doubtedly it is the duty of the State Gov-
ernment to look after the soldiers, and
o : .

The Minister for Mines: To co-operate
with the Federal Government,

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: Yes, and to
zo farther and represent the matter to
the Federal Government in the sirongest
possible light.  The same argument ap-
plies to the other matter. 11 a connnuni-
vation is to he made to the lmperial Gov-
ernment, is not it made throngh the Fed-
eral or the State fiovernment?  Similarly
any communication by a State wmember
to the Federal Government shonid he
made through the State Govermnent, The
Government ought to admit this, a= if i<
an  unwritten law, and the prineciple
should certainly he maintaitned hecause,
particularly in regard fo wilitary matters
is it the duty of the Government to make
any necessary representations lo the Fed-
eral Government wifhout the fear that it
might cost the State something. Tt would
come from the Government with very
mueh more foree than from a private
member or individual. [ cungratnlate the
niember for Fremantle on having tabled
the motion. It would have received my
whole-hearted support even to the third
yaragraph, if the civenmstances had not
altered in the way indicated by the Min-
ister for Mines.

Mr. (CARPENTER (Fremantle—in
reply) [9.6]: T would like briefly to
thank hon. members who have spoken for
the sympathetic way in which they have
treated the motion. I think I can safely
assume also, that their views represent
the feelings of those who have nof
spoken. When fabling the motion I did
not anticipate (hat there would be any
. opposition to the spirit of it. Of course
there was room for some difference of
opinion as to the methods to be adopted
to give expression to it, and although I
was not surprised that the Premier raised
objection to the expending of money,
still T was rather sorry that his endeavour

to make it appear a Federal matter and
not a State matter crept into the debate.

Mr. Themson:
them too well,

Mr. CARPENTER: I would repeat
that the care of our disabled soldiers is a
responsibility resting on the whole of the
people of Australia, 1t does not matter
whether the agency is a Federal or State,
or even a private one for that matter. T
want to see everything done that can be
done in the quickest and best way pos-
sible. I am very glad to hear that the
Federal authorilies have communieated .
with the Govermmnent and that the Gov-
ernment are acting promptly in the sug-
gested course of action of appointing a
State council in common with the other
Stales, so that the matter of making pro-
vision for relurning soldiers may be un-
dertaken on uniform lines throughout
Australia. [ hope and believe the Fed-
eral Parliamentary Committee Avill re-
cognise that the chief responsibility for
finaneing any schemne rests with the Fed-
eral Government, but that shonld not, and
will not, preclude any State Government
or Parliament from co-operating wilh
the Commitiee and doing all they pos-
sibly ean; in faet, it cannot be done with-
out ev-operation between the State and
the Federal authorities. As the object [
had in view in moving the mofion has
heen aceomplished hy the announcement
of the Government, I ask leave to with-
draw the motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

They are not treating

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) (910} in
moving the second reading said: I do not
propose to ocecupy a great deal of time in
moving the second reading of this mea-
sure, because it is essentially a Commit-
tee Bill. The introduetion of a Bill of
this description is absolutely uecessary,
becanse of the limitation which was
placed in the Aet. It will be remembered
that tn the original Bill the Government
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did not propose fo limit the operalions of
ibe measure to the extent they were
limited by another place, bui we agreed
Lo the limitation, realising of ecourse that

we would have to introduce another Bill
this session to extend the operations be-
cause it would be utterly impossible io
wind np the business of the board by
March of next year. The work of the
board has been somewhat strenuous, and
although I believe there is room for some
criticism in regard to details, T think we
ought to take a broad view of the work
of the hoard, realise the difficulties they
had to encounter, and hear in mind thai
they accomplished that which Parliament
and the Government desired, namely, got
the larwest area possible under cvop.
When 1 tell hon. members that an area of
approximately 550,000 acres has been
seeded, owing fo assistance rendered by
the Indusiries Assislance Board, all will
agree that thev have accomplished very

arant

wive definite figures, hut it is calenlated
that to date something like £720,000 has
heen distributed by the hoard in seed
wheat, super, or in other wawve. To
wive o few details that go to make up the
st of £720.000, in the supply of fodder
whiel, unfortunately, was so essential last
veay, £252,000 was spent. Ta the sapply
of stores to (he settlers as enaranieed by
ihe varvious stovekeepers, it is calenlated
that £385.000 was cexpended. On maehi-
nery to put crops in, and on which the
lirst inztalmenis only were paid, L£6.700
Iias been spent. on the pavment of water
rates due to the State £7,937, on the ar-
rears of land rent £303.825. and on ar-
rears of interest due to the Agriculiural
Bank €33.565 has been spent.  Those
figures do not make up the fotal of
£720,000, beeause I have nof included the
payment for seed wheat and super and
other incidental expenditures which had
to be made, but T give fhese details to ron-
vev an idea of the magnitude of the work
of the board. Members will recognise
that the board have done much and will
realise tlie responsibility we have (o carry
mit as provided by the Aet, namely, not
only to get hack the monev advanced by
the State, but alzo to take over the surplus

rennd  indaard
Heals

It i impoesible to
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of the crop and distribule it as outlined in
the sehedule of the Act. This is left to-
the diseretion of the (‘olonial Treasurer.
1 have consulted the Chamber of Com-
meree to a very greal extent, nnd I wish
tu express wy appreciation of the gener-
ous way in which they have met us on all
oceasions, and have endeavoured Lo assist
the Government in the many trials con-

fronting  them in  their endeavour
to  help the seitlers over ihe diffi-
culties  caused Ly the recent drought.

It has been generally expressed by the
Chamber of Commeree that it is desirable
that the Siare should take over the total
proceeds of the crop, and (hai after re-
couping The Govermment s outlined in
Clause @ For advanees made under {(a)
and (b)) the proceets shonld he distri-
buted by the Siate as outlinest in the third
schedule s beavly ps possible,  There-
fuore, when they realise (he magniinde of
that work, T think hon. members will ad-
mit that il 18 utierly hnpossible to have it
all aceomphshed by Mareh ot next vear,
and that an extension of time is abso-
htfely essentinl, | am ol opinion that we
will Hndl in quile a number 81 enses that
the farmers, owing to the continuous bal
seasons whiclh we have had dwring the
las| few years, have got inte arrears to
the extent that it will be impossible for
them, even with ihe bountiful harvest
that we have every righi tu expeci. to gef
out of their difficulties. It many cases,
therefore, we will probably ot get suffi-
eient money fto recoup the Government
and pay up a lot of the ald dehts of
the fariner.  If we lelr him at that he
wotld he stranded, concequently T think
thal we shall have fo continue the opera-
fions of the measure (o enable the Gov-
ermnent to go ia his help next vear and
assist lim fo get ont of his diffculties.
When we arrive at that porfion of {he
Bill in (ommittes 3 will un donbt he
diseussed, and T hope hon. members will
realise 1hat it will he unwise to unduly
limit the operations of the mensure. Some
of the amendments deal with the diffienl-
ties which presented themselves with re-
gard to the administration of the Act
last vear. T found, as Minister in charge,
that a number of settlers had made repre-
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sentations for assisiance (hat were totally
outside the scope of the measure, and
these representations appealed to me as
being just and reasonable, and in many
eases of extreme uwrgeney. Consequently,
I took the risk of instrueting the board
to advance for these things, feeling cer-
tain that I could confidently look to Par-
liament to endorse the aetion by amend-
ing the Bill (o make the application of
the Bill retrospective and eover these ad-
vances, The advauces were made more
partieularly in regard to maternity cases,
medical expenses, dental expenses, and
in regard fo life inswrance premiums,
which, 1f not paid, would have meant ihat
the policies would lave vun oul. In ad-
dition, we also paid veterinafy fees in
many cases and wages to men in order to
assist the farmer in gelting his erop in,
when he was futally unable to <o so0 by
his own labour. These actions | will ask
the Chamher to endovse by making the
Bill retrospective in ovder to reconp these
advances made. We have also arrived at
an arrangement with the Chamber of Com-
merce that we will guarantee to the mer-
chants payment for oil, twine, cornsacks,
and the first instalment on (he harvesting
machinery out of the proceeds of this
crop. Moun. members will agree with me
when I say that the Government have a
responsibility i this regard, because we
have seeded some 550,000 acres and we
have to see that the havvest is gathered
from that enormous area. We have to
admit that we want all those commodities
T have ontlined. Had we not made that
arrangement with the merchants, 1t would
have meant that the Tndustries Assist-
ance Board would have had to go into
business, and hecome machinery mer-
chants and general suppliers of stores in
regard to these harvesiing necessities.

Mr., Bolton: The merchants are not
satisfed with the arrangement.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: They
are quite satizfied,

Mr. Bolton: No, they are not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
i« one merchant who is dissatisfied, and
that is Mr. Bolton, of South Fremantle.

Mr. Bolton: There ate many more than
that,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Chamber of Commeree expressed their
satisfaction with the arrangement by
which the assistance board gnaranteed to
them, vn these commoditics that they sup-
plied, that paywment was to he one of the
first charges on the erop and that it would
have to be made by the 1st February. [
do not want to go into great length with
the various clauses of the Bill hecause I
will have to do that in Committee, Speak-
ing generally, however, the Honse will be
asked to endorse the advances which have
been made in the dirveetions already indi-
cated. Members will be asked to continue
the aperations of the measure to, at least,
December of next year. In regard to
advances made for the payment on land
rents, we found nite a number of setflers
who were able to finance themselves 1in
regard to putting in the crop, but were
unable to Ffurnish scvfieient cash to pay
theiy land vents when called upon. They
eonld not wet assistance through the
bank, and on (heir making representa-
tions 1o the Lands Department I agreed
that the [Industries Assistance Beard
could advance moneyv for the land rents,
and guaranteed to ask PParliameni to eon-
dorse the proposal—as 1 felt sore Parlin-
ment wounld—that we could not in cases
where we did not advance money for the
putting in of the crop fake any mortgage
over the erop to secure us for the amount
of land rents advanced; in other words,
that we should limit the security for the
repayment of land rents te the land itself
and not extend it to the crop. This has oh-
viated the possibility of banks or other fin-
ancial institutions which have advanced
money from taking action, where the Gov-
aernmeunt stepped in, and trying to take a
first mortoage. The House will be asked
to endorse that poliey which has heen put
into operation of taking seeurity over the
land, and nnt over the erop as outlined in
the Bill.

Mr. Hickmott: Did the Government
take a hill of sale over the goods and
chattels of the farmer?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
the Aect we were supposed to do that, but
T want it amended in that regard. There
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was an amendment inserted in the orig-
inal Bill, as it was bronght before this
Chamber, by the late hon. Mr. Gawler,
when it was in another place. I am in-
clined to think the amendment was badly
drawn up, or, if it was not badly drawn
up, it must have been amended in that
Chamber with the resuit that it does not,
in the opinion of the Crown Law Depart-
ment, convey exactly what (he late hon.
"gentleman intended, and was not in ae-
cordance with what Parliament considered
was the ense. For instance, the clanse as
adopted by Parliameni ecalied upon the
Colonial Treasurer, hefore making ad-
vabiges on properties which were already
mortzaged to an outside morigagee, fo
ask the mortgagee to conseunt. 1f he did
not consent then the Colovial Treasurer
could advance the money, but instead of
taking a lien over a man’s land lie would
lhave a lien over the crop for two ov
three successive years until he was re-
eonped. Tt called npon us in each case
to make application te the mortgagee,
and we found that there was so much
delay in getting these applications re-
plied to that it was seriously hampering
the settler in his eropping operations.
There was grave danger that it would
delay the operations too long amd make
the seeding too late. T instructed the
hoard io go straight ahead and not lo
wait for rveplies, and felt that we could
take the risk iu that regard, because, if
they agreed, we could put the erop in,
and if they disagreed, we could still pul
the erop i, but, instead of having a mort-
wage over the erop, we would have only
a mortgage over the land. T waut the
House fo agree now to make an amend-
ment in the original Aet, staling that
where the application was not sent to the
martgagee or was not replied to by the
morteagee we would still have a lien over
the crop for two_ or three vears. 1 hope
lton, members will follow me. When the
obligation was placed upon the board to
make application to the mortgagee, if he
replied agreeing to the advancement of
ithe money, the advance was made. If he
disagreed we lad a mortgage over the
erop only and not over the land for two
or bhree vears. But instead of waiting
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for a reply we made advances. If he did
not agree, we had a mortgage only over
the erop. I ask Parliament to say whether
he agrees or disagrees that we still have
a mortgage over the e¢rop, and that in
cases where no application is made at all
we still have it over the erop only and not
over the land.

Hon. J. Mitehell:
wlhat was intended,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
i what T said at the outset, I am inclined
to think that the lale hon. Mr. Gawler
had that in his mind when he drafted the
amendment, but for some reasen or other
it does not apply. and we wunt fo put the
matfer vight. The next guestion is rather
a peenliar one. Under the Act as it
stands to-day, we, as a Qovernment, un-
doubtedly have firsi claim on all erops-
fur the repayment of advances under sub-
sections (a) and (b) of Seection 8. But
we have not got full power of taking a
surplug if the farmer elects to assign his
estate fo a trustee. 1f a farmer, trom
now onwards, likes to assign his estate
te a trustee we ean only elaim under the
Act for the payment of advances made
by the State, but we cannot guarantee to
distribute the surplus as outlined in the
third schedule. The danger is this: A
number of farmers may eleet—7T do noi
say fthey will—to assign their erops, and
then allow the trustee to disiribute the-
money as lie thinks fit. There may even
be preferential creditors. Therefore, it
will prectude the hoard from doing what
we undertook to do, namely, to agree to
a distribution of the surplus as outlined
in the schedule. T discussed ihe matter
with the Chamber of Commeree quite re-
cently, but they declined to take the re-
sponsibility of saying what should be
done hecause they were of opinion thag
possibly an injustice might he effected to
some of the trustees. If a lrustee dis-
tributes an assigned estaie he gels 5 per
cent, on it, and they took up the attitude
that it would be unfair, possibly, of the
board to take that 5 per cent. commission
away from the trustee. At the same time,
they wanted me as Minister to guarantee
the proteclion of their aceounts, and to
distribute the proceeds as ontlined in the-

Surely that was
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third schedule. T could see, of course,
that we could not do both those things.
[t was then agreed that we should have
a conference hetween the various trustees
who usually administer these estates, and
the Chamber of Commeree and the ("rown
Law officers and myvself, \We then arrived
ai a unarimons understanding that in
cases where the [Industries Assistance
Board advanced on estates which had
heen assigned previous fo the advance,
the disgribuiion of the surplus over and
abdive the Government's ¢laim should be
left to the trustees, but that after an ad-
vanee was wade ne assignment of crops
could he effecled.  Thuz we obtained a
wnarantee that in the case of all assign-
ments ontside {hose made after advances
had been granfed, distribufion would be
as outlined in the Third Seliedule. Ae-
cordingly Clause 4 asks the IHouse to
agree to the arrangentent by which as-
cignments will not he permifted on crops
[rom npow until the cessation of this mea-
sure. By the same clauvse we ave asking
Parliament to agree that where the Col-
onial Treasurer distribules a surplus as
outlined in the Third Schedule he shall be
atlowed to charge a commission for doing
the work, I hag been generellv recog-
nised by the commereial community that
when we do this work it is only fair we
should receive some reconp for the admin-
istrative charges. Under the measure as it
stands to-day we have not that power,
and we are now seeking it. The next
point relates to another case where we
could not have got the area nnder ecrop
if we had waited for the various settlers
to sign the forms acknowledging their
liability to the State as outlined in (he
principal Act. In those cases, seeing thal
-otherwise a great deal of delay wonld be
involved, it was arranged with the Crown
Taw Department that, instead of waiting
for these acknowledgments to he signed
hefore making advances, we would make
the advance and then lodge a caveat
against the dehtor’s title. That has heen
done in quite a number of cases. The
farmer would make application by letter
for an advance, and we would approve of
those advances and send him a form mak-

ing arknowledgment of his liahility to the
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State, or giving us, as ontlined in tle
Third Schedule to the principal Aet, a
mortgage over lis erop., Where he did
not do Lhat, we simply lodged a cavent,
We now want Parliament to agree to thuse
caveats being considered morigages as
oullined in the prvineipal Aet. 1 how.
members will look at the schedule to the
Pl and compare it with the schedule
dealing with morigages in the prineipal
Avt, they will see that 1he two amount to-
praciienily the same lhing. Tn order o
avoid daplicalion and unnecessarv  ex-
pense, we have not thonght it neecessay
ta lift the caveat and lodge the mortgave.
No harm to any individual whatever will
result from this amendiment. The next
proposal is to eorvect an obvious error in
e prineipal Aet, where the season is
viven as 10713-14 instead of 1914215, Tt
i1z purely a printer’s error, The only other
matters are insuranee of crops and in-
surance under the Workers' Compensa-
lion Acl. We want the crops insured, of
course. We are leaving it to the farmer
in effeet the insuranece, buy we want Par-
liament to give us the vight to effeet he
insurance in the event of the settler’s fail-
ing to insure. Tn an earlier clauze we ask
for power to allow the farmer to insure,
and that will he a frst charve against the
crop exactly in the same way as advances
under Suhsections (a) and (h) of See-
tion 9.

Mr. Harvison: Ts the furmer to have
liherty to insure his erop, or portion of
it, for short perieds in his own interest?

The MINTSTER FOR TANDS: 1
have heard some criticism on that point,
and T have not yet had an opportunity
of diseussing it with the board. Tt has
heen stated to me that the underwriters’
association are representing to the farm-
ers that thev must insure at a given Jate
and for a given period. That bas not been
agreed to by me. T contend that the
farmer should insure as late as he pos-
sihly can and gei away from insnrance ax
early as he possibly ean, without, how-
ever, taking any undune risk. I am not
prepared to agree to a proposal which
will ecmpel the farmer to insure his erop
for a period longer than the average., T
shall go into the matter, and in Commit-
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tee | shall be able to give the Chamber
definife information on the point, as to
which some representations have been
made to me. The next point is the pay-
ment of the premium on workers' eom-
pensation. The conditions as they stand
to-day make the board to a great extent,
if not wholly, responsible in respect of
any accldent to the labourers on the
farms. We want to sce that the risk is
insnred againsi, so that it there are any
claims we shall he covered against them.
The matter, of course, is one in which
the farmer can exercise his own Jjudg-
ment. He ean effect (he insurance himself,
but if he fails we want the right to do if
and make it a charge against the erop. |
have now deall with all the provisions of
the Bill. Hon. members understand that
it will be necessary for the whole of the
amendments {o be made retrospective,
dating from the ecommencement of the
prineipal Aet, in order to ratify the risk
taken in going beyvond the provisions of
the Aet so as to get areas under crop. T
do not think members will take any ex-
ception to this, and I submit the second
reading to the favourable consideration
of the House. If any more information
is required, F shall he happy to supply it
when we get into Committee.

On motion bv Hon. H.
debate adjourned.

B. lefroy

RILL — PRRMANENT RESERVE.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon:
W. . Johnson—Guildford) [9.38] in
moving the second reading said: This is
a very small matter indeed, affecting the
constitneney of the member for Avon
{Mr. Harrison). The Bill deals with the
Merrvedin township. On the wesiern side
of the surveyed township there is a re-
serve numbered 1483, whieh is a reserve
for park lands and recreation. abont 10
acres in extent. Immediately adjoining
this reserve, on the south side, there is
a railway rveserve, which iz numbered
10359. In connection with hoildings
evected by the Railway Department at
Merredin it is proposed to introdnee the
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septic tank system for sanitation, and in
making the drains it is found necessary
to enter the railway reserve, 10359, and
Just to enter the other reserve, 1483.
The drains pass through the latter only
for & chain or se, but it is neeessary to
introduce a Bill to transfer the area
affected from reserve 1433 to reserve
103359,

Hon. J. Mitehell; Have you a plan®

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
plan is not here.

AMir. George: How much land do you
propose to transfer?

The MINISTER TOR LANDS : 1t
looks to me like a tenth of an aere. I
nove—

That the Bill Lie now read a second
time.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[9.40]: Tt is usunal for the House to be
in possession of a plan even when an
alteration of a minor character affecting
a reserve is proposed. Does the Minister
desire to go on with the Bill to-night?

The Minister for Lands: Yes. We are
only transferring from one reserve to
another,

Hon. J. D. Connelly: You are trans-
ferring from a class A reserve.

The Minister for lands: Yes.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : The plan, of
course, gives more information ihan the
Bill itself. There seems to be no objec-
tion to the Bill which, as the Minister
savs, merely transfers an area from one
reserve to another, and does not propose
to take a reserve for the purpose of sale.
Because a elass A reserve is alfected, the
matter has to come hefore Parliament.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [941]: T
have seen the Minister for Lands in re-
zard to this matter. The portion to be
transferred is very small, and the trans-
fer is necessary for the drainage of Mer-
redin. Tor the purpose of getting the
drainage through to a septic rank on
the other side of the railway, portion of
reserve 1483 has to be taken. That heing
a class A reserve, application has to he
made to Parliament for power to ‘trans-
fer. As member for the district T see no
objection to the earrying of this Bill.
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IHon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth) {9.42]:
I do pot rise with any desire to oppose
the second reading, bui merely to
enter a protest, Permapent reserves are
made for the special purpose of preserv-
ing certain pieces of ground for recrea-
tion purposes. The Permanent Reserves
Aet was passed in order to prevent
any Minister [rom interfering with the
IKing’s Park or similar reserves. The Act
in question 1s probably the lest of ils
kind ever passed in Western Australia,
and | do not think we can too jealously
guard the provisions of that measure. I
wish 1o protest agninst the Failure to
furnish a plan in eonnection with this
Bill. Tn the past a large plan has always
heen supplied in these ecases. It is all
very well for the Minister to say that
there is no interference with reserves, hut
a former Government made reserve 1483
for reereation purposes. The department
have theories of their own. and they
probably want a piece of this reserve as
of a great many others. While it may
he. and probably is, necessary that the
transfer here proposed should be made,
vet zreat eare ought to be exercised. I
am satisfied in this case, because the
memhber  for the distriet takes the
respongibility of saving that the transfer
is necessary and that no harm will arise.
T am speaking not in opposition at all to
this partiealar Bill. but for the principle
of the thing, which is that these reserves
should he ecavefully guarded and not
lightly parted with. On future oeensions
of this nature T hope the Minister will
give the House the fullest information,
including & map.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee,
_ Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILT, - MINES REGULATION
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [9.48]:
There is not much left in the way of

ACT
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breaking new ground so far as support-
ing this Bill is concerned, particularly
after the splendid infroduetory speech of
the Minister for Mines. I would nnt
have risen to speak if it had pot been
for some of the remarks of the leader of
the Qppesition. That hon. genlleman
congratulated the Minister on having
dropped many of the eontentious matters
that were contained in the Bill intro-
duced to the Chamber on a previous
occasion, but I want also to emphasise,
as well as the Minister, that although lLe
was only introducing this, practically a
one clause Bill, he did not mean by the
introduction of such a Bill that he, as
the Minister for Mines or the Govern-
ment as a Government, and the support-
ers sitting hehind them, realised that
many of the principles suggested or eon-
tained in the previous measure were not
just as necessary to-day as they were
then. That being the case, 1 desire to
emphasise the necessity for passing this
one clause Bill, The leader of the
Opposition said that the workmen to-day
had the power to appoint their own
inspectors. [t has been pointed out to
that hoo. gentleman that times out of
number that, while we admit that such
a provision is eontained in the Act, it
is an abselute absurdity to have it
there or in any other measure. The fact
of the matter is that the Aet which
is at present in foree has heen in opera-
tion since 1906, and I venture to say
thal fhroughout the whole of that period
there las heen a continuous agitation
on the part of men emploved under-
ground for the right to appoint work-
men’s tnspeetors. There are records of
only lwo eases in which the men have
ever attempted to avail themselves of
the provisions of the Aet. That in
itself shows that the measure is un-
workable. It is absurd to expect men
working underground, and who are
advocating the right to appoint work-
men's inspectors, to be satisfied with
the provisions contained in the present
Act. Section 16 of the present Act
reads—
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The majority of persons employed
in any mine, may, at their own cost,
once in every month, or oftener if
they think fit, appoint two of their
number, or any two practical working
miners, not being mining engineers,
to inspect the mine and the persons so
appointed shall be allowed once at
least in every month, accompanied,
it the owner, agent or manager of
the mine thinks fit, by himself or one
or more officers of the mine to go to
cvery parb of the mine and to inspect
the shafts, levels, planes, working
|Haces, return air ways, ventilating
npparatus, old workings, and ma-
chinery.

The point T want to lay stress onis that
the men, first of all, must get two shifts
together so as to obtain an absolato
majority of the men working on that
mine bhefore they can appoint two of
their number.  Then they are compelled
to go down the mine with the manager,
or the underground lvieinan. 126 hon.
merbers think, under existing or any
circumstances, that & man going round
that mine would have the same freedom
to make a report which he conscient-
jously believes should be made, that is,
when he is in the presence of the manager
himsgelf ¢ [ venture to say that if two
men, who were ﬂ.bsblutely conscigntious,
found things were not as they should
be, and submitted an adverse roport,
thoy would be looking for work in the
next week. Hon. members may say
that is not so, but I have had nine years’
experience working underground in and
around the Golden Mile, and that ex-
perience has led me to belisve that what
1 have just stated is the ease. I have
never been able to discover that a
manager or an underground manager
would admit that a man had been dis-
missed for that or any other purpose
giinilar to it. 1t is ridiculous to expect
that men are going to take advantage
of such a sitnation.  On the other hand,
the argument used by the leader of the
Opposition iz that if it is correct for the
employees in & mine to want the right to
appoint inspectors for their own pro-
tection, it is just as logical for the Cham-
ber of Mines to ask that inspectors be
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appointed on their behalf. That argu-
ment, t00, in my opinion is ridiculous
in the extreme. Let us analyse the
position,  The leader of tho Opposition
contends that the Chamber of Mines
ghould have the same right as the wor-
kers in that respect, but what I would
ask is, what risk does the Chmmber of
Mines incur so far as the conditions of
employment underground are concern.
ed ¥ The Chamber of Mines have their
chief inspector, who is the general
manager, and who very rarely gows
ungerground. The general manager
appoints a manager who is practically
responsible to him f[or the sabisfactory
working conditions from the company's
standpoint. And if the underground
manager, or his subordinate officers.
do not ecarry out their duties satisfac-
tomly, they will soon get their walking
ticket, They have their inspectors
going around and the actual duty of
these men is to get the best returns they
gan, and thoy czn only do thai by nh.
taining the hest results from the men
emplayed. It is only rensonable, theve-
fore, that the men employed in an in-
dustry such as mining, where the oceu-
pation has such known dangers, should
hove the right to appeint one of theiy
own number to jook after their intereses,
It is exceedingly strange to hear the
argument continually advanced against
this proposition that the men who are going
to be appointed will harass the managers.
The argument is nbsurd. It is to the
interests of the men te see that the
mining industry continues, just as much
as it is to the interests of the mine-owners.
and if the men harass anyone to any
extent they will lose their employment.
Personally, I do not believe they would
attempt to do anything of the kind.
The strongest argument in favour of
the appointment of workmen's in-
spectors is  that the mea employed
would have some control over these
inspectors so far as  the actunl
work they would do, or the method
under which they would do the
work was concerned. At the present
time we have three permanent inspectors
on the Golden Mile, and evon with those
three, in a mile length of country, a mine
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is never inspected unless notice has been
given to the mine manager on the night
before.  That is wrong, and I believe
the Minister considers it to be wrong.
1 have argued the point with the late
chief inapector in Kalgoorlie, and he told
me that it would not be possible for the
staff there to make any kind of efficient
ingpection of the mines, unless they
notified the managers that they were
going to do so, The chief inspector
contended that it was impossible to go
down a mine and find out all the working
places without someone to act us a
guide. T want to pay a tribute to the
inspectors on the goldfields. T believe
that we have as capable officers as it is
possible to get, and the present chief
inspector is one of the best nuning in-
spectars we have ever had in Western
Australia, but let those inspectors ®be
aver §0 honest, they do not see the mine
m its ordinary condition. This con-
dition of things prevailed the whole time
I was at work, and I protested against
it, but what happened ? This is what
1 believe has happened.  Up there to-day
they do not send word t¢ a mmine until
she inspectors arrive back at the office
in the afternoon, which means 4 or 4'30
o'clock. Then they notify the manager
of the mine they are going to inspect
next day. What happens * If they are
working only two shifts on that mine
the shift bosses are immediately notified,
and as they go their rounds they tell every
man to take special precautions to see
that nothing is wrong, because the in-
spector is coming next day.  If three
shifts are heing worked, they do not
bother abowt it on the afterncon shift,
but when the men on the night shift go
t0 get their candles they are told to see
that everything is right bhefore they
knock off next morning, That is not
as it should be. The workmen should
have their own inspectors, empowered
at any time, day or night, to see the
mine worked under its ordinary working
conditions and, if it is not being worked
as it should be, to lodge a complaint.
It is only a fair proposition. Until the
workmen themseives have some say in
the appointment and control of inspec-
tors they will never be satisfied. I do
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not wish to be misunderstood in this.
The Bill places the workinen’s inspectors
directly under the control of the district
inspectors, but the mere fact of the
workmen’s inspector being appointed by
the men will give the men a sufficient
lever to see that he carries out his duties
in a proper manner. He will inspect
the mine without first notifying the
management, and will not ask any
representative of the management to
go round with him.  That is the in-
superable bar to our present inspectors
getting all the information they shounld
get.  Nine times out of ten they are
accompanied by the underground man-
ager and, when thus accompanied, they
ask o man how things are. Is it reason.
able to e¢xpect that he should declare the
conditions to be unfit to work in ?

Mr. Heitmann : He is a pretty poor
man who works in unfit conditions.

Mr. MUNSIE : Probably :0, hut
I have known eases in which honest and
sincere men have had to consider their
bread and butter before voicing a com-
plaint. I have worked in & place which
1 did not regard as safe, and if an in-
spector hiad come along I would certainly
have drawn his attention to the con-
dition. DBut no inspector comes along
to such a place. He is accempanied by
the underground manager, who takes
care that the inspector shall not see
these doubtful places. I have worked
in such a place and, on coming to the
surface, have been surprised to learn that
an inspector had been down that day.
Scarce necessary to say, he had not been
anywhere near where I was working.
Tn many instances had he come some
awkwerd questions would have been
asked by him; but the management took
care that he was never aliowed to see
such a place. We cannot hope to render
the men satisfied until we give them
some control over the inspectors, There
is only one way of doing that, namely,
by giving them the right to appeint
their own inspectors under the control
of the Government inspectors. 1 have
pleassure in supporting the second read.
ing.
Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10-5] : Mem-
bers of the Country party are quite
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willing to endorse anything which has
for its object the safeguarding of human
life. The first thing to appesl to any
legislator is human life, and the second
should be human well-being. 1i at the
present time these men are running
greater risks in the mines than they
ought to accept, something should be
done, and i it can only be done hy
appointing inspectors from among the
nen, I will endorse that principle. But
while we appoint inspectors from the
ranks of the workers, we should see
that nothing is done to hamper or
restrict the working of the mines.
Several of the mines on the (olden
Mile have been brought to decimal
points of a pennyweight. When last
I was in Kalgoorlie T inspected a con-
siderable mine having large surface
workings rendered necessary by a very
complicated treatmeni, and [ was told
that the problem of making that mine
pay redvneed to a seience.
There were 300 miners working under-
ground in that property, and if any
meal-administration of the Bill should
bring that mine below the profit-making
margin, it will mean the throwing of
those men out of employment. Cireat
care should be taken to sce that the
inspectors appointed do their duty with-
out putting any hampering restrictions
on the mine. 1 wish to sound s note
of warning in that direction, because it
means that a number of mines profitable
to-day may be rendered unprofitable
in the future, in which case the effect
will be severely felt by the miners. I
hope that whoever are appointed widl
be true to the trust reposed in them.
Statistics prove that there is only one
comparison with & mine in point of the
hazardous nature of the employment.
That is a railway. There are some
6,006 miners working underground in
this State, and in our railway service
we have over 6,000 workers. In 1914
there were 26 men killed in our mines,
while 831 were the victims of serious
accidents, On the railways 7 men were
killed, and 738 seriously injured. The
total given in Knibbs is somewhat
different, the numbers there being shown
as 25 and 134, inclading not only the

had Loen
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workers on the railways but civilians
and passengers suffering injury. Those
fgures clearly prove a very great cdiffer-
ence. Statistics in relation to our
friendly societies go to prove the existence
of & much greater amount of sickness
among miners than among any other
class of workmen. 1 that can be thus
remedied hon. members ought to favour
& more rigid inspection.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[10-10]: Like most hon. members I am

quite prepared to do anything that wil)
ensure the safety of the men working
in the mines. Undoubtedly mining is
an exceedingly hazardous oceupation.
T know of none more sn.  Probahly the
men do not recognise it as being =0
hazardous, hecnuse of course one can
become accustomed to almost any con.
ditions. Although ¥ have never worked
in a mine, 1 have had considerable
oxperience of spending money in mining,
and thercfore have gained a wide proe-
tical knowledge of the industey T
cheerfully admit that if T had to eevn
my living by manual labour I would not
take oap underground mining.  The
point is, will the Bill lessen the risk
in mining ?

Mr. Munsie: Certoainly.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : T do not
agree that it will. We lave to.day a
very good system of inspection. The
proposed system is entirely new. Can
the Minister sey that it is In force in
any part ol the world ¢

The Minister for Mines: The prin.
ciple is recognised in practically every
country in the world. .

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY : The prin-
ciple is recognised in our existing Act,
where full provision is made for putting
it into operation.

Mr. Heitmann : Unworkable.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Tt is not.
Exactly the same provision obtains
in the New South Wales Act. Repeated

reguests have been made to the Labour
Ministry there to adopt the provision
contained in the Bill, but he has refused
point.-blank to do so, and to-day the
Broken Hill miners are working under
the same Act as ours, namely, the Mines
Regulation Act 1906. They appointed two
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inspectors some three years ago under
practically the same provision which
exists in owr Act. This emphasises
the fact thaet il this Bill becomes law,
it is no guarantee that the provision will
lessen the number of accidents. We
ought to be very careful not to do any-
thing which will interfere with onr
gold mines, hecause the industry has
reached a stage at present which will
not permit of any liberty being taken
with it.  But i it is & matter of working
under unsafe conditions or closing down
the iines, then, 1 say, close them
down,

Mr, Munsie : Has not the appointment
of check inspectors in the coal mines
of Wew South Wales had a beneficial
eflect so far as accidents are concerned ?

Hon. JJ. D. CONNQLLY:  There
is no comparison between the two.

Mr. Munsie: Of course there is.

Hon. J, D, CONNOLLY : The mem-
ber for Nelson quoted reports regarding
mines in Belgium and France. He
made exactly the same mistake as
the member for Hannens in comparing
ceal mines with gold mines. There
are no mines in Belgium or France other
than c¢oal or iron mines. On  one
oceasion a member of this House stated
that he spoke with the greatest cloguence
when he wes entirely untrammelled by
any real knowledge cf the subject. 1
am inelined to think the member for
Nelson was in that position, because,
judging by his speech, he was certainly
untrammelled by any real knowledge of
the subject of gold mining.

Mr. Mullény : You yourscl are going
pretty well now,

Hon. J. 1), CONNOLLY : The coal
mines are regulated under an entirely
different Act, namely, the Coal Mines
Regulation Aect of 1002, They have
check inspectors, but for a different
purpose.

Mr. Heitmann : What for ?

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : 'Ly weigh
the coal, and they are employed Iy
the men in the mines.

Mr. Munsie: You are talking about
the check weighmen. The check in-
apectors are not paid by the men,
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Hon. J. ). CONNOLLY :
are they paid ?

Mr. Munsie : They are mostly honorary
positions.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : If they do
the work, the men ought to pay for it.
In any case, those inapectors have not
the powers proposed to be conferred on
workmen’s inspectors under this Bill
The question is, will this system of
inspection lessen the number of acci-
dents ?

The Minister for Mines: We say yes.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : 1 regret
that the Minister did not give some facts
to prove his contention.

Mr. Munsie: How could he when you
sey there arc.none in existence ?

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : He quoted
reports applying only to cosl and iron
mines which had no real bearing on
the question.

Mr. Heitmann :  Of course they head.

Hon. J. 1ID. CONNOLLY: I would
have liked to hear some real arguments
as 6o huw this Bill would assist to lessen

By whom

the number of accidents. The Bill
proposes to vecognise three distinct
kinds of inspectors. First we have

the Government imspectors, who are now
called disirict inspectors; they have to
have fve years’ experience of general
mining work, and, fnwrther, have to pass
o stiff examination. Then we have
special inspectors, appointed to make
inspections requiring special technical
or scientific training or knowledge as
the Minister may direct. This is a very
good provision at which no one can
cavil, But when we come to workmen's
inspectors it is provicded that they shall
be elected by the general union of mine
workers and subject to the approval
of the Minister, but no person shall be
elected unless he has had five years’
experience, which might have lheen
gained at any period of his life. No
examination whatever is provided for.
Every menber with a knowledge} of
mining will admit thet w man might
be five years underground and still not
nmake a competent inspector.

Mr. Heitmenn: He might he 23
years.

Hon. J. D.'_CONNOLLY: Quite so.
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Mr. Munsie: 1o you think the union
would be likely to appoint such a man ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : In a mine,
just as in & factory, & man has par-
ticular work and generally sticks to it,
because he becomes versed in that
particular branch of the work. Even
after 10 years underground, & man might
not have acquired anything like a general
knowledge of mining, and, therefore,
would not be competent to say, ss a
district inspector could, whether a mine
was safe.

Mr. Heitmann: In my opinion a
majority of the district inspectors had to
pick up their practical experience after
they were appointed.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : That should
not be the case. If it is so, the examin-
ation must have been peculiar indeed.

Mr. Munsie: There are many men
on the fields who could pass the prac-
tical examination.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Then, why
not make provision for that, for then
it would be more likely that the safety
of the men would be assured 7 If we are
to have these workmen’s inspectors let
them be competent men who will know
what they arve doing, One objection to
the clause is that the miners are to
appoint these inspectors for two years.
Whether they are good or bad they will
be there for afl time. The Minister has
ne power of removal.

The DMinister for Mines: Ioes not
it say that their conditions of em-
ployment shall be made by regulation ?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : That is in
regard to their pay and the conditions

under which they shall inspect the
mines.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all ;
the whole control of them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : It does not

say that the Minister might remove
theri. When the executive appoint &
disgrict or special inspector, they can
remove him.

The Minister for Mines : 1t stipulates
all the terms and conditions of appoint-
ment.

Hon. J. D. COXXOLLY
not inelude removal.

: That doex
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The Minster for Mines : One of the con-
ditions of appointment would be the
power to remove them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That is a
detail, but a very important detail. No
power of removal i expressed in the Bill.

Mr., Heitmann: The Minister will
attend to that.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY : The Minis-
ter hag not shown that workmen’s in-
spectors would have any effect in the
direction of lessening the accidents in
mines.

Mr. Munsie : They will insist on better
conditions under which the men work,
even if they do not lessen the number of
accidents.

Hon. 4. D. CONNOLLY : According
o the latest report, the number of fatal
accidents for the year 1914, was less than
in any year gince 1897,

The Minister for Mines : No, the same
as in the previous yesar,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY :
slightly less last year.

The Ainistcr foF Mines : I;U, 32 G, e
same nhumber.

Hon, J. D. COXNOLLY : According
to the diagram, it was slightly less.
Even allowing that it was the samse,
there werc fewer aceidents during last
year and the year hefore, than for 18
years.

The Minister for Mines : The least in

It was

the history of the industry. That is
my administration.
Hon. J. D, COXNOLLY : 1f that

proves anything it is that the present
syatemt of inspection is eflective. The
present Act was passed in 1806 in which
year the number of accidents reached
the highest point, and since then i6 has
diminished until the lowest number was
reached the year before last.

The JMirnister for Mines: If I can
achieve such resalts under the Act,
what would I do under such a measure
as this ?

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : The Minigter
has achieved those results under aun Act
passed by a lLiberal Government, and
he would not achieve anything like the
same results under a measure of this
description framed by his Government.
The proof of the pudding is in the eating.
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Under the present Mines Regulation Act
there has been a gradual decline in the
number of accidents until last year and
the year before we reached a point as
low as in 1897 when mining was mercly
in its infangy., This shows that the
present systern of inspection must be
effective, so far as the number of acci-
dents are concerned.

The Minister for Mines: No ; it only
shows that it i an improvement on
past years, but does not show thai it ie not
possible to improve on that.

The Premier : It also shows that, with

an alteration in the Government, we
might revert to the old condition of
affairs,
* Hon J. . CONNOLLY : Nothing of
the kind, It is regrettablo that these
accidents have occurred, but 1 am afraid
that, so long as mining is carried on,
accidents will occur.  The Minister will
agree that many of them are caused by
the over-confidence of the men. In
mining, the same as in any other work,
familiarity breeds contempt. This is
borne out by the details of fatal and
serious acocidents set forth on page 56
of the Mines Report. The Minister laid
great stress on the number of fatal acci-
dents which have occurred in this State.
I repeat it is regrettable that they have
occurred, but I do not think he should
make more out of them than is necessary
or than is fair or just to the mining in-
dustry. Itis notfair tocompare the acei-
dents in mines in this State with the
accidents oceurring in the Eastern States.
The Minister knows that the conditions
are not similar and that the statistics
are not taken on the same basis.

The Minister for Mines: I only com-
pared the fatal accidents, not the in-
juries. You can make a fair compari-
son with them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : If the Min-
ister took fatal accidents they would not
constitute a fair comparison for the
reagson that most of the gold mining
in this State is deep mining, whereas the
contrary is the case in Victoria, for in-
stance,

Mr. Heitmann : Rubbish.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: In the
majority of cases that is so at any rate,
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The exception does not prove the rule,
and because thers is a deep mine in
Bendigo that is not to say that the
majority of mines in the Eastern States
are deep mines. Take, for instance,
the dredging in Victoria where the work-
ings are practically all on the surface.
In the Eastern States—[ am not certain
of Victoria—they only take an aceident
underground as heing o mining accident.
Here we find thet a great many of the
fatal accidents occur on the surface,
in meny occasions in connection with
the machinery which is controlled hy
a different Act altogether. 'T'o make a
fair comparison we should eliminate from
the fatal accidents of last year the greai
number that took place on the surface,
including all thosze killed by machinery.
The Minister is not justified in decrying
in a loud voice the fatal accidents as
compared with the Eastern States. If
a fair comparison is made probably
Western Amustralia would show up very
foirly indeed with the Eastern States.
If we take those nccidents as set out in
the State DMining Enpgineer’s Roport,
which gives the details of all of them,
we shall see that they could have heen
pPrevented by no amount of inspection.
If I couid see that any inspection wonld
lessen one of these accidents then T would
say, provide that inspection notwith-
standing the inconvenience it may cause.

The Minister for Mines: One of the
principal causes of accidents which could
be avoided are the falls of earth. -

Hon. J. I CONNOLLY: We find
that the falls of earth have been lessening
until they have of recent years com
down to & minimum. :

The Minister for Mines:
are still lessening.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I adinit that
the falls of eerth constitute one of
the greatest dangers.

The Minister for Mines:
of better inspection, you see.
work again. ]

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : By having
better inspection the falls of ground eould
bhe minimised, it is true.

The Minisier for Mines: There has
been stricter inspection during the last
few years than ever before, and as a

And they

'The result
My good
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result we are reducing all these classes
of accident.

Hon. J. ID. CONNOLLY: If the
CGiovernment want more ingpectors by
all means let them have them, but let
thern be Covernment inspectors and
qualified men over whom the Minister
has control.

The Minister for Mines:
them all right.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Min.
ister will have no control over these
proposed workmen's inspectors.

The Minister for Mines: I keep hold
of them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : They are
appointed by the men and dismissed
by the men only. This disgram shows
that falls of earth are of less ire-
quent occurrence now than formerly.
It goes to show that the present system
of inspection is good and that the falls
have diminished considerably since 1906
end the passing of the present Act. If

I control

hon, members will turn to pages 56
and 57 of this yoor’s Mines ronort
they will see the different fatal

aceidents mentioned and the reason for
them, They will see that in almost every
instance they were not caused by any
reason which eould have been avoided
by any amount of inspection. There
is & case of & man who attempted to ride
in a skid, but was unable to squeeze
into it and so was ceught. In another
case & man happened to get on the door
of the shaft though warned not to de so
with the result that he fell down the
shaft. All these cases are the same.
The coroner’s verdict is accidental death
with no blame attachable to anybody-
In some cases when the men were warned
not to go under certain ground in & mine
they judged that it was quite safe and
went under it. The ground was exatnined
and believed to be safe. That may
happen with any amount of inspection.
All these accidents occur in that way.
Here is another instance, of 8 man who
was precipitated down a shaft a distance
of 140 feet, The winze was well pro-
tected and the requirements of the
Mines Regulation Aect were carried
out. I want to'remind the House again
that the present svstem of workmen’s

871

inspectors as provided under Section 16,
as the menber for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
pointed out, in the portion where it
says that the majority of the persons
employed can appoint two of their
number to inspect, contains full pro-
vision for workmen's inspectors. .

Mr. Munsie: They cannot employ
any practical man who is not employed
on the mine. . RN y

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the:
wording of that section is not correct
it ia the fault of the Minister. The
Minister had it altered before, and
rejected a number of good amendments
to the Mines Regulation Act two years
ago. He objected to that very clause
which was put in in exactly the form
which the member for Hannans says it
should be in now. Another good pro-
vision was for the appointment of a
Mines Regulation Board to which all
complaints could be made, NN

The Minister for Mines: And the
Council threw it out. RN

Hon, J. D QONNATILY : No, thay
reduced the number of members forming
the board from seven to three. If thay
provision was inserted in this Bill
which the Minister rejected from the last
Bill it would do & great deal more for
the sajety of the miners than these
workmen’s inspectors. It will be seen
in Clause 10 that inspectors shall ex-
amine into and meke ingniry respecting
the state and condition of any mine,
or any part thereof, and of all matters
or things connected with or relating to
the safety or well being of the persons
employed, and for the purpose of such
examination or inquiry the inspector
may require the attendance of any
mine official or employee and such
official or employee shall attencd accord-
ingly. That is, & man working in a
mine may order the manager to attend,
and has exactly the same powers as a
district inspector. The Minister said
that they never initiated prosecution,
without approval of the head office.
Subsection d says they are to initiate
and conduct prosecution against persons
offending under the provisions of the
Act. II inspectors do not initiate pro-
secutions they are not doing their duty

[N
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and. the head office is preventing them
from doing it.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
mernber is misteken. The Act, of course,
musgt give the inspectors power to in-
itiste and conduct prosecutions, but
by a circular issued from the head office
they are forbidden to do so without
authority. When head office authority
has been given, the inspectors must
.of necessity have the power provided
in the Act to enable them to proceed.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I under-
stand the Minister to say that the in-
specbors had to submit ecach case.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, to the
head office. No inspector launches a
prosecution now without the previous
approval of the State Mining Engineer.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That is
not the point. I wish to show
that the workmen’s inspectors have

exactly the same power as the district
or Government inspectors. Under tho
Bill, the workmen’s inspectors mus
submit cases to the Minister or the
State Mining Engineer.  The Minister
has power o define the conditions under
which they shall work, but I am not
altogether satisfied it is & wise regulation
to make the Glovernment inspectors sub-
mit each case. If they are competent
men, why not allow them to initiate
prosecutions ? There is one other pro-
vision to which 1 desire to refer. Clause
11 says—
No person shall be qualified to he
a distriot Inspector who at the same
time actually practises, either alone
or in partnership with any person, as
& land agent, mining engineer, mining
manager, viewer, agent, or valuer
of mines, or acts as an arbitrator in
any differences or disputes earising
botween owners, agents, or managers
of mines, or is otherwise employed in
or is the owner or part owner of, or
interested as a sharsholder, in any
mine within the State.

That is a periectly proper provision.
It would not he right to allow a mining
inspector to be interested in any of the
various ways mentioned in the clause.
Bug, let hon. members mark, no such
restriction is placed on the workmen's
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ingpector.  'Lrue, he is uqder a penalty,
the same as a district inspector, if he
discloses to any person information he
acquires through inspecting a mine.
But that does not prevent him from
using the information to his own ad-
vantage or to the detriment of the
mine owner or the shareholders. The
workinen's inspector can oxamine a
mine as he likes, get all the informa.-
tion he likes, at any time, and yet can
be interested as a mining speculator, as
o land agent, as a mining engineor, as
a viewer, or a8 a viluer of mines.

Mr. Munsie : There are a lot of wealthy
mining inspectors working underground
to-day. '

Hon. 4. D, CONNOLLY : They have
their ups and downs. In certain doys
at Kalgoorlie many mining speculators
would have been pleased to have the
opportunity of visiting any mine when-
over they pleased, and would readily
have acted as workmen’s inspectors. I
will only repent once more that if I were
in any way satisficd that the systom of
workmen’s inspectors would in the
slightest degree lessen the risks of min.-
ing, I would support that system.

Mr. Munsic: l.eb us give it a crial
just for once.

Hon. J. D. COXNXOLLY : The argu-
ment against giving it a trial is that the
principle is entirely new and has nothing
to recommend it, that it is a principle
which has never been adopted in any
other pold mining country in the world.
It has been turned down by older min.
ing districts in the Eastern States. It
was turned down by an ex-miner who
became Minister for Mines in the New
South Wales Government ; bhecause New
South Wales has axactly the same pro-
vision ag that in our Act of 1906. 'the
miners may appoint their own in-
pectors.  Although the Labour Co-
vernment have been in  power in
New South Wales for over four years,
they have refused in o very decided
manney, and for & reason similar to that
which 1 have given, to make the pro-
vision asked for by this Bill. Apparently
the Broken Hill miners are satisfied
that they have no case, because they
have appointed workmen’s inspectors
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under the provisions of the existing law.
Undoubtedly, a good many things might
bhe amended in the 1906 Act, and some
of these things were offered to the Min-
ister two years ago. However, becausc
he did not get the whole 13ill. the hon,

gentleman  refused  these  heneficial
amendments.
The Minister for Mines: That is

absolutely o wild remark. to say the
least.

Hon, J. D. CONXOLLY : There were
various provisions in that Mines Regula-
tion Bill which would have heen de-
cided improvement.

The Minister for Mines: [ agcepted
every amendment made by the Council
wXeept this one Ghing, and sent the Bill
back to the Council, whers it was lost.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The
wmendments which  the Minister re-
fused would have considerably helped
the miners in regard to bad ventilation
and  other unhaalthy  conditions un-
forbunately prevailing in  the mines,
The principle of this Bill, however, re-
presents merely an idea. It is a prin-
ciple which dous not obtain in any
other part of the worid. I say un-
doubtedly the measure will exercise an
unfalr influence on the mining industry
of this country, without any adsquate
benefit so far ns the miners ure con-
cerned. 1 do not believe the meagure
will contribute in any material degree
to the safety of the miners. and there-
fore | am not prepared to support the
second reading, 1 have spoken because
formerly I represented a mining pro-
vinen. 1t is not my special duty just
now to address myself to this neasure,
because T do not now represent & mining
constituency. At the sane time. |
consider it is our duty to support or
opposc 4 measurs irrespective of whether
our particular districts are directly in-
terested. 1t was not hecause [ represenied
# mining district before that 1 opposed
previously a mensure similar to the
present. My opposition was formerly for
the sams reason as now, that I do not
think the measure is to the interest of
the men, or to the interest of the mining
inclustry.

873

Ar. CHESSOX {Cue) {10-48]: I con
gratilate the Minister {for Mines on having
again brought down thiz Bill. On the
last occasion we had a Bill of something
like 70 clauses. The present measure,
I take it, is in keaping with the prowmise
mude in the Governor's Speech chat no
contentious legislation would he hrought
forward.  Practically, this Bill consists
of exactly one clause. Thaet clause pro-
vid-s chiefly for inspection. -It provides
for inspection by district inspectors,
special inspectors, wd  workmen's in-
SPECLors. I'he district inspectors. 1
preswne, will be practically the same as
the mining ingpectors we have at present.
The special inspectors will deal with
cases where technical knowledge is re-
guired—ecases of nachinery accidents,
or foul air. or fumes in mmines. where &
doctor or an analyst would be called in.
1 hope the Bill will receive from another
place treatment cifferent from whot was
aceorded 6 in a previous session,  Ab
every mining confersnce which hns been
held in Western Australia all the clauses
countained in the last measure were ap-
proved of, and I am satisfed that if we
do not pass the prescnt measuce. there
will he a great deal of dissatisfaction
caused amongst the mining community.
1 iail $0 see why there should be so much
opposition to the suggested better method
of inspection.  All that the miners ars
agking is that the regulations shall be
properly carcied out ? There has been
a good deal of criticiem about the likeli-
hood of miners harassing the managers,
but 1 am quite satisfied that that will
not take place. The men who will he
appeinted will he practical miners, and
men of sound and practical knowledge.
When a man goes underground he
probably begins with trucking work,
and after a while he gets on to a face.
Then he may he working with hanumer
and drill and probably subsequently
get on to the timber. T{ a man has any
ambition he can always better himseli,
and in that way nequires practical know-
ledge. He is the kind of man who
would be appointed to the position of
worlkonen's inspector,  All men in ines
try to make themselves proficient and
endeavour to give the best resulis they
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can. I s satisfied that if workmon’s
inspectors are appointed by the unions,
the men chosen for the positions will be
men of years of pracitical experience
in connection with mining, As the
member for Hannans (Mr, Munsie) has
pointed out, there have been only two
instances in which the men have availed
themselves of the opportunity of ap-
pointing inspectors. The reason for
this is that if they reported adversely
they would have no opportunity of
getting further employment in the State.
Even those members of unions who have
given evidence in connection with arbi-
tration cases have had to go on tramp.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : 1 do not think
you ought to talk about victimisation
after the Youanmi case.

Mr. CHESSOX : The hon. member
need not mention that case, because
proceedings were taken against the men
and big fines were inflicted.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs : For every one cage
on the part of the men there are hundreds
on the part of the employers.

Mr. CHESSON : I have nothing to
say ogainst the present inspectors of
mines, I am quite satisfied they do their
duty. When we take into consideration
a district of the size of the Murchison,
which extends to the North as far as
Mt. Egerton and to the South as far as
Warriedar, we can readily understand
the difficulties they experience in carry-
ing out their work. Some of the mines
in this district are visited only onee in
three, or once in every six months, but if
worlamen’s inspectors were appointed the
CGiovernment  inspectors would get a
great deal of assistance. At the present
time, if an accident happens in a mine
and the Government inspector is not in
the district, the warden may appoint a
deputy inspector to investigate the
matter, In every instance the deputy
who has been appointed has been a mine
mansger in the district, and we cannog
expect a mine manager to report ad-
versely when we take into consideration
that a week later a brother manager may
be called upon to report on his particular
mine. It seems absurd, therefore, that
a menager of an adjacent mine should at
any time be appointed a deputy in-

{ASSEMBLY.)

apector, The Minister for Mines quoted
the number of accidents which have
happened in the mines of the State since
1910, but the figures are worth repeating.
In 1910 there were 29 fatal accidents,
and 589 other accidents were reported.
In 1911, there were 37 fatal acecidents,
and 528 other accidents were reported.
In 1912, there were 35 fatal accidents
and 49]1 other accidents were reported.
In 1913 there were 26 [atal accidents,
and 741 other accidents wers reported.

In 1914 there were 26 fatal acci-
dents, and 1,831 others were re-
ported. JFor the seven months of the

present year there have been 20 fatal
accidents, and 1,487 others reported.
I do not mean to say that these were
all serious accidents, but at least it serves
to show that during the last few years
the inspection has improved under tho
present Clovernment, and the inspectors
are making an honest attempt to do their
duty. Considering -the large districts
they have to attend to they are doing
well. But 1 maintain that with in-
spectors appointed fromn the ranks of
the miners we could expect a much
better inspection, and could feel confi-
dent that the men would not be afreid
to come forward ard report to fellow
workers in their capacity of inspectors.
T heve known instances of men reporting
to inspectors of mines in respect to the
working of a mine, and shortly after-
wards those men have heen told to, go,
notwithstending that they were un-
questionably good workers. In dis-
tricts where union secretaries are to be
found the reports are made to them, and
there is no chance of their being victim-
ised, because they are independent of
the mine managers; but if, under our
existing law, men were appointed to
inspect & mine and they reported in the
complaint book provided, those men
would probably have to leave the State.
That has been proved beyond doubt.
A point not previously touched upon in
the debate is the large number of men
stricken down by miner’s phthisis.
Dr. Cumpston’s report shows con-
clusively that 33 per cent. of the under-
ground miners are affected with fibrosis.
That is & terrible state of affairs. 1t
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wouldfnot obtain if we” had better in-
spection of the mines. One half the
fibrogis tesults from inadequate venti-
lation. Who is to say that there is an
adequate supply of air in & mine? I
do not think the district inspectors are
provided with anemometers for testing
the ventilation. At Day Dawn, ~for
four years we paid £900 to assist the
dependants of miners stricken down by
this complaint. I fail to see how any
member can object to a better inspection
of our mines. No mining community
ia likely to unduly herass the mine
management. The only object the Min-
ister had in bringing down @ one-clause
Bill was to satisfy the demands made
by the workers for the better carrying
out of the Act. I hope the Bill will
receive more sympathetic treatment in
another place than it has had in the
past. Although the leader of the Qppo-
sition spoke against it I am convinced
that his heart was not in the opposition
ke offored.  The miners have supported
everything brought forward for the
benefit of the farming community, and
I feel sure that on this occasion we will
have the support of the farmers’ re-
presentatives in this House.

On motion by Mr. Gilchrist debate
adjourned.

£, House adjourned at 11-7 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 16th September, 1915,
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair
at 3-0 p.m., and read prayers.

§75

BILL—GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commiltiee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair;
the Colonial Secrstary in charge of
the Bill

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment to Section 5:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : I am
utterly opposed to any extension of the
industrial enterprises unwisely entered
into by the Covernment. The extension
of the electric works provided for in
the clause will mean more work, more
expenditure and more material, and will
end in the engagement of an increased
number of employees. It seems to me
that the chief end and aim of a number
of these industrial concerns is to pro-
vide employment. I will oppose the

clause.
Hon. J. F. ALLEN: I move an
amendment—
That in lines 2 and 3 the following
wmorda he struck owt :—'° otherwise than

to a Government deparlment or agency

(State or Commonwealth).”
The clause will still give the Government
power to enter into a district and supply
electric ourrent. By ineans of the
amendment I hope to get an expression
of opinion from hon. members on the
question of the right of the Glovernment
to supply in districts already supplied—
in some instances by arrangement with
the Government of the day. Originally
two schomes were submitted to the people
of Fremantle. The minor scheme was
rejected and the major scheme adopted,
for the reason that the Government
agreod that if the larger scheme were
undertaken they would draw their
supplies from that scheme. It was a
distinct understanding® given to the
people of Fremantle that if they estab-
lished the larger works the Government
would take their supplies from them.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I believe the
amendment has the sympathy of the
leader of the House.

The Colonial Secretary : Certainly not.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The chief argu-
ments advanced in support of the Bill
on the second reading wers that the
Government should be allowed to go to



